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All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C.; 
in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin 
to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 224-5. 


COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE. 


A meeting of the Board of Trade Advisory Committee on 
Commercial Intelligence was held on 19th inst. at the offices of 
the Board in Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., Sir Courtenay Boyle 
K.C.B., the Permanent Secretary of the Board of Trade, in the 
chair. The members of the Committee present, in addition to Sir 
C. Boyle, were Sir A. E. Bateman, K.C.M.G., Sir F. Abel, Bart., 
K.C.B., Sir H. G. Bergne, K.C.M.G., Mr. F. Brittain (Ex-President 
of the Sheffield Chamber of Commerce), Mr. T. Craig Brown (of 
the South of Scotland Chamber of Commerce), Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., Mr. C. A. Harris, C.M.G., Sir Alfred Hickman, 
M.P., Mr. W. H. Holland, M.P., and Mr. G. W. Wolff, M.P., with 
Mr. G. J. Stanley (of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade), the Secretary of the Committee; Mr. T. Worthington, the 
Principal of the Intelligence Branch of the Board was also in 
attendance. 


165 
A 


166 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. f Apr. 25, 1901, 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 
The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to 


receive tenders from such persons as may be 
1, Willing to supply— 
Steel rails. 


Steel fishplates. 
Switches and crossings. 

The conditions of contract may be obisined on application to the 
Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o'clock p.m., on 
Tuesday, the 30th April, 1901, after which time no tender will be 
received. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
Steel supply steel axles. 
The conditions of contract may be obtained 
on application to the Director-General of Stores, India Office, 
Whitehall, S.W., and tenders are to be delivered at that office by 
two o'clock p-m. on Tuesday, the 30th inst., after which time no 
tender will be received. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


An extraordinary issue of the “‘ Gazette of India” for 20th ult. 
Railwa. contains a memorandum on the construction of 
y railways in British India from which the follow- 


Coniqastan. ing particulars have been extracted :-— 
Standard | Metre Special 
Gauge. | Gauge. Gauges 
Miles. Miles. | Miles. 
Length open for traffic on Ist ane, 1900 ...| 13,670 9,497 | 597 
901... 14,039 10,420 | 697 
Mileage under construction or eanctioned for | 
construction on Ist April, 1900 as obs 814 1,983 | 221 
Do., do., do., Ist April, 1901 473 1,083 , 464 
Mileage authorised Ist April, 1900-31st “March, if 
v i 
Length of unfinished line expected to be open | 
for traffic in 1901-2... 153 | 365 605 
Length of line to be completed in 1902-3 or 
later so 320 712 408 
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CANADA. 
The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Bounisies trade received at the Canadian Government 
ie Trade, Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
* information may be obtained. 


Home Enguiries—The addresses of Canadian firms of good 
standing, dealing in English hardware and hardware specialities, 
are — for by a company manufacturing a special description of 
goods. 

A gentleman in Glasgow, with a large trade connection in 
Scotland, is desirous of representing some Canadian firm or 
firms in canned fruits, meats, &c. 


Canadian Enquiry.—An Ontario firm ask to ke placed in com- 
munication with reliable commission houses in London, Bristol and 
Liverpool who deal in black and white eye marrowfat peas, blue 
peas, and Canada field peas on consignment. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained:— = 


Home Enquiry—A company manufacturing glassware wishes 
to open up trade in Canada, and desires to be placed in communi- 
cation with a first-class Canadian dealer who would be prepared to 
take up the matter with them. 


Canadian Enquiries—A Montreal manufacturer’s agent reports 
a good opening for a glue and gelatine agency. 

A New Brunswick correspondent desires names of United 
Kingdom importers of excelsior (wood wool). 

A Toronto commission merchant would like to act as Canadian 
buyer of poultry for British importer of good standing. 

A manufacturer's agent in Kingston, Ontario, seeks a few 
additional agencies in groceries and grocers’ supplies. Good 
references. 

A Nova Scotia manufacturer of hard and soft wood asks to be 
placed in touch with importers of birch chair seats, squares, &c. 


Enquiries 
relating to Trade. 


NORWAY. 


The British Vice-Consul at Stavanger (who has permission to trade) 
is desirous of opening correspondence with firms 
in England falling under the following descrip- 
tions :— 


Enquiries 
relating to Trade. 


1. First-class manufacturers of steel hawsers and wire ropes. 
a2 
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2. Manufacturers of anchors and chains, especially small sizes 
(chain up to one inch). 
3. Importers of infusorial earth. 
All communications. should be addressed to Mr. E. Berentsen, 
British Vice-Consul, Stavanger, Norway. 


PORTUGAL. 


The “ Lisbon Gazette” of 15th inst. contains a notice calling for 

tenders, which will be opened at 11 a.m. on the 

ae on al 3rd prox., for the supply of foundry iron for 

the State Railways of the South and South- 

West. The conditions of the contract may be inspected at the 

Secretariat of the State Railways in the Square of San Roque, 22, 

Lisbon. A provisional deposit of 75 milreis, or 11/. 9s. 8d., is 
required, precedent to admitting any tender to competition. 


The “ Gazette” of 16th inst. contains a notice calling for tenders, 
Tenders for which will be opened on 2nd prox. at 1 p.m., 
Raibvtenting Oil. for the supply of 24,000 kilogs. of clear mineral 
oil for lubricating machinery bearings, for the 
State Railways of the Minho and Douro. The conditions of 
contract may be seen at the Secretariat of the Railways named in 
Campanha. A provisional deposit of 50 milreis, or 7/. 13s. 6d., is 
required, precedent to the admission of any tender to the compe- 
tition, also a sample of the oil to be furnished of not less than a 
litre. 


The “ Lisbon Gazette” of 17th inst. contains a notice ee or 
tenders, to be presented by mid-day on 30t 

Fi ent July next, for the construction and working for 

age Belling. inn years of two bridges over the Douro; the 
first in front of Pinhdo, intended to unite the main street, No. 34, 
with the district streets, Nos. 50 and 51, and the second at 
Pocinho, on the main street, No. 9, destined for the railway from 
Pocinho to Miranda, as well as for ordinary traffic. The specifica- 
tions and plans may be seen at the Secretariat of the Adminis- 
trative Council of State Railways. Tenders may be made for both 
or one of the bridges. A provisional deposit of 2,000 milreis, or 
3071. 6s., per bridge is required to accompany any tender, and the 
tenders will be opened on 30th July next at 1 p.m. 
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The “Lisbon Gazette” of 18th inst. contains a Royal Order 
approving, under certain conditions, the plan 
ew for a railway line from Guimarees to Fafe, pre- 
y * sented by the Bougado Guimares Railway 

Company. 
The “ Gazettes” mentioned above may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day between the hours 

of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


The ‘“ Madrid Gazette” of 15th inst. contains an announcement 

, that an application accompanied by a plan and 

guarantee of deposit has been by 

; Don José de Roda for the concession for an 

electric tramway from Linares to Puente de Beas, by way of Baeza, 

Ubeda, and Villa Carrillo. 

A month is allowed for the presentation of other applications on 

better terms, accompanied by their corresponding plans. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 20th inst. contains a notice calling for 
tenders for the supply of a locomotive with 


mie ae tender, for use at the merehandise wharf at 
Sender Huelva. The tenders will be opened 60 days 
: from the publication of the announcement in 


the “ Gazette,” and meantime the conditions and specification will 
be open to inspection in the Secretariat of the Corporation at 
Huelva. <A provisional deposit of 2,000 pesetas, or 581. 10s., is 
required, previous to the admission of any tender to the com- 
petition. 


The same “ Gazette” contains a notice calling for tenders “g the 

supply and setting up of the iron, steel, and 

materials for the market in 

Materials 8 the Square of General Santecildes, in the city 

? of Burgas. The upset price for the work is 

73,927.83 pesetas, or 2,161/. 13s., and a provisional deposit of 

5 per cent, is requisite to entitle any tenders to admission to the 

competition. The tenders will be opened at noon on 27th 

prox., in the Hall of the Municipal Offices of the City of 
Burgas. 
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The “ Madrid Gazette” of 21st inst. contains a notice calling for 
tenders to take over the concession for workin, 
peneho _ the railway from Madrid to Vaciamadrid, an 
Working Railway: ‘fom this latter point to Arganda del Rey, the 
original concessionnaires having failed. The upset price is 
1,471,554 pesetas, or 43,028/., and a deposit of 10 per cent. is 
required: precedent to any tender being admitted to the com- 
petition, which. will take place on the 10th prox. at 1 p.m. 

The “Gazettes” containing the above announcements may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W.. any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


GERMANY. 


The following’ enquiries relating to trade have been received at 
the Board of Trade through the Imperial 


ae Institute. For further particulars application 
a should be made to the Imperial Institute, 
Sov! Tiondon, 


A German merchant wishes to be entrusted with the exclusive 
sale, for Germany, of the manufactures of some English china clay 
works. 

A first-class German house wishes to hear from a firm open to 
make arrangements for the sale of Hocks and Moselles in England. 


EGYPT. 


In the report of H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Cairo, recently 
Works at issued by the Foreign Office, it is stated, with 

Pest tag regard to port works at Alexandria, that a con- 
Alexan siderable expenditure will probably be necessary 
this year. A large extension is regarded as urgently needed by 
the mercantile community. It is a question whether much of this 
cannot be avoided by improved mechanical appliances. A first 
step in this direction has been taken by the erection of the coal 
conveyors, ordered by Major Girouard in 1899,* which will, it is 
hoped, be at work in May or June. It has been stated by one of 
the best English makers of lifting plant that no British firm can 
turn out coal-handling appliances at all approaching these in 
rapidity and efficiency. The question of providing electric cranes 
and capstans on other quays, as well as that of extending the quay 
space is under consideration. The extension previously sanctioned 
is practically completed, but, as a certain amount of settlement is 
to be expected at first, it is not as yet used to nearly its full extent. 


* These came from America, 


| | 
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A powerful floating crane, capable of handling heavy weights 
up to 40 tons, has arrived and is being erected. It was supplied 
by Messrs. Fleming and Fergusson, of Glasgow.. ** 


The Egyptian “Journal Officiel” of 3rd inst. announces that 
tenders will be received up to 20th May for the 
Tenders for Coal. supply of 83,000 metric tons of Welsh coal 
according to the terms of the contract, copies of 
which may be obtained at the Gabbary Stores (Alexandria) on 
payment of 100 milliémes (2s. 0§d.). 

Tenders must be accompanied by a stamped paper of 30 milliémes 
and addressed to the President of the Board of State Railways, 
Cairo, enclosed in double envelopes, the inner one bearing the 
words “Tender for Welsh coal.” 

The Board does not bind itself to accept the lowest or any tender, 
and reserves the right to divide the contract. 


In a recently-issued report by Major Johnstone, President of the 
. . Egyptian Railway Board, extracts of which are 
published in of Lord Cromer, just 
. received at the Foreign Office, it is stated that 
in the course of the next two or three years it may be necessary to 
close several branch lines of the Egyptian Railway to traffic for 
renewal, as rails, bridges, locomotives, carriages, and waggons are 
wearing out almost as rapidly as, if not more rapidly than, they 
can be repaired or replaced. 

The same report also states that the locomotives are inadequate 
for the present traffic. At the date of the report 32 new locomotives 
had arrived and were being passed into service as quickly as 
possible, and 22 more were due early this year; but meanwhile 
many of the engines in use which had been furnished by cheap 
Belgian firms are stated to be going to pieces from overwork and 
want of repairs, although, had they been well constructed in the 
first instance, they should have stood much harder usage than they 
have met with. Major Johnstone adds that it is necessary to order 
a considerable number of new locomotives at once, and that it is 
very unfortunate that this is so, as it would have been a great 
advantage to be able to experiment with the new types before 
placing a further order, (See also article on p. 179 of this issue.) 


EGYPTIAN SOUDAN. 


In the report on Egypt and the Soudan recently received at the 
— Foreign Office from H.M. Agent and Consul- 
— x General at Cairo, it is said that the obstacles to 

be trade development in the Soudan are mainly 

due to difficulties of transport to the more remote districts, deficient 
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irrigation, paucity of labour, and, last but not least, want of enter- 
prise on the part of the traders. 

The old trade of the Soudan consisted chiefly of the import of 
Manchester goods, and of the export of gum, ostrich feathers, ivory, 
and india-rubber. The new trade follows much on similar lines, 
but the improved facilities of transport afforded by the construc- 
tion of the railway to Khartoum offer advantages of which the 
pioneers of African trade would not appear so far to have fully 
profited. 

The value of the cotton goods imported into Egypt in 1900 
shows a notable increase on the average of the five years, 1895-1899, 
and there is no doubt that the general revival of trade with the 
Soudan accounts for part of the increase in this article. 

It is noteworthy that there appears to be a considerable demand 
for candles in the Soudan, and also for sugar and tea. The value 
of the former article (candles) imported into Egypt in 1900 was 
£E. 37,600, as compared with £E. 26,900 in 1899. 

Later in the report the Sirdar and Governor-General of the 
Soudan writes as follows : 

“The reports received from the various Governors on the 
agricultural and commercial prospects of their respective provinces 
show that there is considerable scope for trade in other articles 
besides grain. Windmills, steam-pumps, ferries, small bridges, 
buildings of all sorts, exploitation of forests, development of the 
gum trade, and many other desiderata immediately present them- 
selves to the mind of the pioneer trader, and although every 
discouragement should be given to undertakings likely to bring 
about a ‘rush’ into a country which is only slowly recovering 
from the disastrous consequences of years of misgovernment and 
internal chaos, nevertheless it is astonishing to note the rapidity 
with which the country and the people are reviving, and I should 
be failing in my duty as local representative of Great Britain and 
Egypt if I did not publicly point out that there are openings—and 
valuable openings too—for commerce and trade of every description 
in the Soudan.” 


In the report of the Sirdar and Governor-General of the Soudan, 

reference is made to the desirability of light 
Light Railways. railways in various parts of the country, and it 

is stated that a light line connecting El Obeid 
with Duem, on the White Nile, would undoubtedly be very 
advantageous from many points of view. Commercially speaking, 
the transport of gum could not fail to be remunerative, At 
present, merchants employ private camels to coavey this com- 
modity to the Nile, whence it is brought in steamers and boats to 
Cmdurman or Halfaya and by train to Halfa. The railway rates 
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on exports from the Soudan have been already considerably 
reduced, and it is under consideration to make, if possible, a still 
further reduction. All supplies, building material, &c., for the 
troops are conveyed to El Obeid by Government transport camels, 
and the upkeep of this corps forms a considerable item of expense. 
The existence of a light railway would render the retention of this 
transport corps no longer necessary; but, on the other hand, a 
Government guarantee would presumably be required by any 
company undertaking its construction and maintenance. 

A light railway across the Gezireh, opposite Duem, to Wad 
Medani, on the Blue Nile, tapping the grain-growing districts at 
Maatuk, Abud, and Managil, also presents no difficulties of con- 
struction, but, pending the introduction of a scheme for irrigation 
on a somewhat extensive scale, its commercial value would 
necessarily be uncertain. 

A light railway might also be constructed connecting the fertile 
Gedaref district with the Blue Nile at Abu Haraz, but here, again, 
the sparse population in these valuable eastern districts must be 
taken into consideration in estimating its commercial value. 

There seems a fair prospect of the development of trade with 
Abyssinia, both via the Blue Nile at Famaka and Roseires, and 
via Gallabat and Gedaref; hence the improvement of communi- 
cations with the Abyssinian frontier both by land and water is 
deserving of special consideration. 

In point of distanve, Kassala is at present the most remote from . 
large trade centres of all the Soudan provinces. Of the three 
routes Kassala-Berber, Kassala-Suakin, and Kassala-Massawa, the 
first is the most used by camel caravans ; and of the two latter, the 
Massawa-Kassala road is considered to be the least expensive for 
transport of trade goods, principally on account of the superior 
steam communication between Massawa and the other ports. It 
is said that there is some idea of extending the existing railway 
from Massawa in the direction of Kassala. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to the “‘ Engineering News ” (N.Y.) of 28th ult., tenders 

will be received on 18th June next for a large 
Tenders Sor Large pumping engine for the new water-works of 
Pumping Engine. (incinnati, Ohio. The contract will include three 
25,000,000-gallon and three 12,000,000-gallon self-contained, 
vertical, triple-expansion crank-and-fly-wheel pumping engines. In 
addition tenders are asked for a boiler equipment for the engines 
and for a 30-ton electric crane. Mr. Aug. Herrmann is president, 
and Mr. G. Bouscaren, M. Am. Soe. C.E., is chief engineer of the 


water-works, 


| 174 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Apr. 25, 1901, 


Openings for British Trade. 


BRAZIL. 
The Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Acting Consul-General at Rio de 

Tenders for Ceal. Janeiro, stating that tenders are invited by the 

2 Brazilian Government, to be received not later 
than the 6th May, for the supply of 70,000 tons of first-class coal 
for use on the Central of Brazil (State) Railway, for consumption 
during the second half of the present year. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on per- 
sonal.application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


| According to the “ wire is much 
, outhern Brazil for enclosure purposes. Ploughs 
| Agricultural and implements for shelling are 
Implements, of a ready sale in that country. Axes, 

| shovels and spades are furnished almost exclusively by the United 
States. Sickles sell very well, but must have the handles firmly 
fixed. The manufacturers of the country deliver this article at 
from six to seven milreis each. To introduce iron and steel goods 
into Southern Brazil with success, wares of good quality must be 
| sent at a lower price than that of the American articles. 


CHINA. 


The “ North China Herald” of 9th January last states that there 

is a splendid opening in Shanghai for a motor- 
Automobiles, &c, car company to build, repair, and let out for. 

hire motor vehicles of all kinds. These vehicles 
are admirably adapted to an absolutely flat city like Shanghai. 
The same paper also notes that there is a good opening for 
another or the same company to run electric trolley omnibuses in 
the principal streets. 
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FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


RUSSIA. 


An exhibition of the arts, manufactures, products and inventions 
a a: Of the British Empire, confined solely to the 
it bee manufacturers and producers of the United 
™8- Kingdom, is to be held in the Tauride Palace 
and grounds at St. Petersburg, which have been lent by Her 
Imperial Majesty the Empress Alexandra Feodorovna. ‘The 
exhibition will be opened on 14th November, 1901, and will 
remain open till the 14th February, 1902. A list of the rules and 
regulations for exhibitors, which are too long to quote in eatenso, 
may be seen by those interested on application at the Offices of the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m, 
and 5 p.m. 
The Commissioner for the United Kingdom is Mr. George 
Collins Levey, C.M.G., and the London offices of the exhibition are 
at 22, Conduit Street, "Regent Street, W. 


ASIATIC TURKEY. 


With reference to ” notice on p. es of the “ Board of Trade 

ournal” for the 24th January last, the 

of «Journal de la Chambre de de 

Tpe Constantinople ” of the 6th inst. states that the 

exhibition at Koniah of carpets made in Asia Minor will be open 

from the 21st inst. to the end of May, and also publishes full 
particulars for the information of intending exhibitors. 

The “Journal” containing these particulars (in French) may 
be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ZANZIBAR. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a memorandum drawn up by H.M. 
Consul at Zanzibar, with respect to the sample 
bureau which it is proposed to open there. 


Proposed Sample 
Bureau. 


The memorandum states that it has long been felt—and the 
feeling has found expression in many of the trade reports sent 
home from Zanzibar—-that the decrease in the local demand for 
certain articles of British manufacture, accompanied as it has been 
by a corresponding increase in the imports frora foreign countries, 
has been due to some extent to the comparatively greater care 
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with which the latter have been brought to the notice of the local 
consumer. It has been noticed, for instance, that whereas, say, a 
German manufacturer will, by means of samples and illustrated 
price-lists, give the local trader an opportunity of selecting the 
particular goods which he thinks will best meet the wishes of his 
customers, the British exporter will be content to furnish his 
agents with a plain printed catalogue, which, although doubtless 
full of technical information, does not afford much opportunity to 
the Indian or native shopkeeper, with no knowledge of the 
English language, for inspection or selection. Each local agent, 
moreover, has, as a rule, a certain limited number of clients 
among the local retailers, and however anxious he may be to 
bring to the notice of the general public the goods which he 
imports, he can only do so to a correspondingly limited extent. 

With a view, therefore, to affording the English manufacturer an 
opportunity of competing on more equal terms with his foreign 
competitors, the Zanzibar Government have decided to open a 
sample bureau. 

The details of the scheme are still under consideration, but it is 
proposed, generally, to invite manufacturers to send out samples of 
any goods for which they hope to find a sale in Zanzibar or the 
adjoining mainland. ‘These samples, which should, to avoid 
deterioration, be small, and accompanied (if pcssible) by illustrated 
price-lists and quotations, so compiled as to enable the trader to see 
at a glance what the cost of any article will be, either free on board 
in London or delivered at Zanzibar, will be placed in an office set 
aside for the purpose and catalogued, and will be open to inspection 
throughout the business hours of the day. Mr. Consul Cave adds 
in his memorandum that samples and inquiries in connection with 
the bureau, which it was hoped to initiate before the end of March, 
and perhaps sooner, should be addressed to the Secretary, Sample 
Bureau, Zanzibar. 
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In his recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at La 
Rochelle states that there have been a few good orders for British- 
made goods of an exceptional nature caused by the bounties which 
the French Government allows on the construction of ships in the 
country, as well as on their navigation. These bounties stimu- 
lated shipbuilding, and created a demand for a certain class of 
tools employed in it. The demand alluded to is for what are 
called heavy machine tools, and is not sufficiently regular to make 
it worth while to manufacture such in France, for which reason 
there is always more or less demand for them from outside, and 
last year’s business in them was exceptionally good. 

Should this demand ever become permanent, the United 
Kingdom would cease to benefit by it, for the French firms would 
make them in order to save duty, but otherwise it would be too 
costly to make the casting patterns for only occasional orders. 

This is the prevalent feature in nearly all cases where British 
goods are still sold. The existing duties are too high to allow 
them to compete with French goods when once a native firm finds 
it worth while to lay down machinery and make any particular 
article in the country. Until this occurs, the English do business 
in it, but as soon as native manufacturing begins the French can 
undersell them from the first, owing to the tariff, and make good 
profits. After that, it frequently happens that competition sets in 
within the country itself, and brings prices as low as they would have 
been if no tariff barrier existed, because when once a maker has 
laid down machinery with the object of taking advantage of the 
protective duties, and is seen to be making money, others rush in 
to share in it, and then over-production ensues with the inevitable 
reduction in prices. A remarkable instance of this is in the 
cycle trade, for though bicycles pay 4/. 8s. per cwt. they are 
now being sold at lower prices than in the United Kingdom. 

The quality of these and other goods made in France is 
now very good as well as cheap, manufactures of almost every kind 
having made great progress. 

Generally speaking, therefore, British manufactures are being 
less sold year by year, and in those which still maintain a hold on 
the market, fashion has a good deal te do with it, and helps to keep 
up the sale of certain specialities. 

At present nearly all the articles of British manufacture that can 
still be sold in France (where the demand for such is limited) are 
already represented by agents in Paris, and all the country buyers 
get their supplies from the capital, either from factors or agents of 
the manufacturers, and the ground is so well worked that any 
further competition would only divide up the trade, and not 
increase it. 

Should any British manufacturers wish to try and have a 
connection in France, they should first carefully visit the 
centres, find out if the article they make is suited in dimensions, 
quality, and price to the market (for it is not enough that it sells 
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largely elsewhere), and also if the real demand is large enough to 
make it worth their while to accept the orders, Then, instead of 
sending round travellers, they should appoint an agent in Paris, and 
arrange for correspondence on the basis of delivery, duty paid, and 
drafts in French money. ee 
~ For some special articles the buyer might be satisfied to take 
delivery in the United Kingdom and pay in sterling, but this 
would be the exception, not the rule. The Consul adds, that 
he is informed the system of merchant agencies is now very 
full and complete, and that no buyer has any difficulty in getting 
small or large orders of British goods filled at rates which it 
would scarcely pay a manufacturer to undersell, combined with an 
attention to detail and promptness of delivery which he would be 
very unlikely to get when dealing without an intermediary. In 
addition, every man is called on so frequently and kept so well 
posted as to the state of the market that his natural tendency not 
to overbuy would prevent his giving large orders unless the 
corresponding advantage in price were more than could be reason- 
ably | 

In every class of goods now special sizes to suit the metric 
system are required, and this is a great stumbling block to many 
branches of trade in the United Kingdom. 

Roughly speaking, the trade in British goods is a negligible 
quantity, and there is no longer that desire to have them which 
made the life of a commercial traveller a pleasant one 25 years ago. 

The British Vice-Consul at Nantes reports as follows :—“In 
spite of the great and possibly increasing difficulties to be contended 
with, it is some little consolation to note that, at Nantes at any 
rate, certain British productions still find a market, such as silver- 
plated and Britannia metal goods. From what I have been able 
to ascertain the little trade still remaining is not losing ground, 
cutlery, earthenware, and numerous articles usually sold by 
stationers being still exposed for sale. I do not wish to mislead 
manufacturers at home by implying that there is an increased 
demand for British manufactures; in fact I feel sure that the 
present supply is quite equal to the demand, and any effort to push 

would have the effect of lowering prices to such an extent 
that the business would not be worth having. I therefore appre- 
hend that British merchants would do well to iook further afield than 
France. Home production is now protected to such an extent that 
former purchasers are now competitors in the foreign markets. 

“Tt is surprising that no Ceylon or Indian tea is sold in this 
district. The tea at present obtainable comes from China, and a 

at deal of it is tasteless rubbish and most objectionable to the 
English palate. The price is also very high, ranging as it does 
from 4s, to 10s. per lb. If the fine Ceylon and Indian teas could 
once get a fair trial I believe some profitable business could be 
done.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,569.) 
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BRITISH VERSUS FOREIGN ROLLING STOCK ON THE 
EGYPTIAN RAILWAYS. 


The following report on the Locomotive and Carriage Department 
of the Egyptian Railways by Mr. Trevithick,; Chief Mechanical 
Engineer of the Egyptian Railway Administration, enclosed in the 
recently issued report of H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Cairo 
[Cd. 441] is of sufficient interest to quote verbatim :— 

“ With the rolling-stock, which has made satisfactory progress, 
we have had some interesting experiences in the comparative 
utility of the English, American, and Belgian makes, 

“The English make of rolling-stock and machine tools has been 
largely and successfully used in Ngypt since the commencement of 
its railways, and the working staff is thoroughly conversant with its 
use. The English stock that has been introduced since 1885 con- 
sists of 31 locomotives, 48 sets of boilers, cylinders, and gear work, 
used in re-modelling an equal number of locomotives of the 
original stock, 70 first class carriages, 600 waggons, and 1,075 sets 
of metal-work for the construction of waggons in Egypt. Besides 
this, 12 locomotives are shortly due; 10 are passenger engines, 
slightly exceeding in weight and power our standard type, and 
two are powerful trial engines—one passenger and one goods— 
weighing respectively 65 and 68 tons (working order). 

“The equipment of American make now in use is 20 locomotives, 
300 waggons, and 9 machine tools; besides these there are 22 
locomotives which have not as yet been put into traffic. The 20 
locomotives that are in use are of the freight type, and of similar 
weight and power to the engine we are in the habit of using on 
these railways ; they have been manned by drivers and firemen of 
Egyptian nationality only, and, inasmuch as they have already run 
an average of nearly 70,000 miles without having entered the 
workshops for general repairs, they have earned for themselves a 
satisfactory reputation as regards design and quality of material. 

“The 22 engines that are on order consist of two trial engines— 
one passenger and one goods, of 65 and 67 tons weight respectively 
(working order)—10 passenger and 10 shunting engines, which 
slightly exceed in weight and power our standard engines. 

“The workmanship of these locomotives, with the exception of 
the working parts, is rough, and far short of the finish that is 
considered desirable by European engineers, and it would be a 
satisfaction if a mutual standard of finish could be fixed, in order 
that firms might compete on the same basis. The expense incurred 
in neatly finishing portions, other than working portions, is very 
considerable, and goes far to account for the difference of cost 
between the American and English make of locomotive, while it is 
difficult to gauge to what extent a high standard of finish is fruitful 
of good through the greater interest and care the working staff is 
likely to take in attending to a well-appointed machine. 

«The make of American and English locomotives differs so 
widely that it does not follow that two engines, one American and 
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one English, of similar weight and power, and equally good in 
design and quality of material, should give the same good result 
in a strange land, where for many years the working staff has been 
accustomed to the use of the latter type. In introducing a new 
type, intricate details have to be simplified to suit the capacity of 
the mechanic, and the latter trained to the new conditions, and 
thus it was that time and attention had to be bestowed on these 
20 engines before they settled down satisfactorily to their work. 
On the score of coal consumption 1 cannot speak with authority, 
as these engines have been engaged in comparatively light traffic, 
but I am inclined to think that their rate is high. These two 
conditions in a country like this, where the mechanic adapts him- 
self slowly and unwillingly to changes, and where coal is expensive 
(25s. a ton), must ever be important factors when comparing the 
utility of the English and American locomotive for use in Egypt. 

“The 300 waggons are of 30 tons carrying capacity; the 
workmanship is rough to an extent affecting their satisfactory 
working, but it is an example of what can be accomplished by 
labour-saving appliances; with further experience and attention, 
waggons so constructed will doubtless give every satisfaction. 
Our experience with these waggons has shown an abnormal 
wear between the bogie bolsters and the stirrups supporting 
them. These defects having been brought to the notice of 
the manufacturers, they at once sent out an expert, who forwarded 
to them such defective portions and information as enabled 
them to realise the mischief that was taking place, with the result 
that, upon their own initiative, they are sending out duplicates 
to replace the parts, throughout the 300 waggons, which have 
shown abnormal wear. This expert, who has been connected with 
the construction of this type of waggon from its creation, was at a 
loss to account for such (in his experience) unprecedented wear, 
and could attribute it to no other cause than the continual heat 
and absence of moisture, combined with the quantity and gritty 
nature of the dust of Egypt, an explanation that fully bears out 
our experience that it does not follow that arrangements, which 
work admirably in America and Europe, will work satisfactorily 
here. 

“The nine machine tools comprise five wheel turning lathes, two 
turret lathes and two surface grinders, one of light construction and 
the second a much heavier machine. The wheel lathes are light in 
construction but leave nothing to be desired in their action ; the 
turret lathes and light grinder are models in design, material and 
workmanship; whilst the heavier grinder combines simplicity and 
utility to perfection. 

“The stock that has been supplied to this administration by 
Belgium since 1886 consists of 202 locomotives, 36 sets of boilers, 
cylinders and gear work used in re-modelling an equal number of 
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locomotives of the original stock, 14 tubular wagzgons, 376 sets of 
metal work for the construction of carriages and 3,620 sets for the 
construction of waggons ; besides this, the whole of the metal work 
used for the roofs of the new Boulac workshops and the eight 
overhead lifting cranes are of Belgian manufacture. 

“The 202 locomotives of Belgian make, although (with the 
exception of 24) constructed to the same drawings and specification 
and exactly similar, so far as the eye can judge, to 28 others of 
English make, have given very different results. The difference 
has been most marked in the case of the boiler tubes, a large 
percentage of the temporary disablements of engines which have 
been reported lately having been due to burst boiler tubes. 

“ Boiler tubes which are made to the sane drawings and 
specification and worked under similar conditions should, if made 
of equally good quality of material, give equally good results, but 
instead of this we find that the average life of the boiler tubes of 
the six express engines constructed in England in 1889 was nine 
years and eight months, during which time they ran an average of 
252,206 miles, as against an average of but five years and five 
months and 146,364 miles in the case of four similar engines 
constructed in Belgium in 1893, These ten engines (identical so 
far as the eye can judge) have all been stationed in the same 
depét and engaged on the same class of traffic; they have all 
been washed out and otherwise attended to by the same men and 
have used the same class of coal and water, and as the position 
of boiler tubes places them beyond climatic and other external 
conditions, one is at a loss to attribute the difference in result 
to any other cause but that of a difference in the quality of 
material. 

“ Again, the life of the boiler tubes of the twelve passenger 
engines that were constructed in England in 1889 was ten years 
and two months, during which time they ran an average of 276,507 
miles, whilst 52 engines of identically the same class but of Belgian 
make gave an average of only seven years and eight months and 
221,122 miles. These 64 passenger engines have all been stationed 
at the same depot (Boulac-Cairo) and engaged in similar traffic, and 
they, like the ten express engines, have been washed out and 
otherwise attended to by the same men. 

“In summing up the comparison of the boiler tubes of these 
74 passenger engines, which are apparently identical, we find that 
the life of the tubes of the 18 engines of the English make has 
averaged nine years and eleven months and 264,356 miles, as 
against six years and six months and 183,743 miles in the case of 
the 58 engines of Belgian make. 

The average Belgian Company's price for these 74 engines was 
£E, 2,206 as against £E. 2,251 in the case of the British maker, 
and considering that, during the last three years, the Administraticn 
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has purchased 33,075 boiler tubes costing £E. 24,777, and has also 
had to defray the cost of labour in retubing, it will be readily 
understood how short-sighted has been the policy of accepting the 
lowest offer. Of the 132 new goods engines that have been con- 
structed to our standard drawings and conditions, the 48 which 
were supplied in 1892 and 1893 by the Belgian Company are the 
only ones which have as yet had their boilers retubed, and thus 
we are unable to speak comparatively on their merits. The tubes 
of these 48 engines gave an average life of six years and five 


months and 154,412 miles.” 


The following extracts from the Report of the President of the 
Railway Board in Kgypt (reference to which will also be found on 
p. 171) may be read in connection with the above :— 

“Turning to the improvements effected during the year, that 
which has had the greatest effect is the putting into service of 
200 30-ton American waggons, ordered by my predecessor. The 
result has exceeded my anticipations; the complaint of want of 
waggons has almost ceased to exist, partly, no doubt, because the 
demand is not at present so great as it has sometimes been at this 
season, and partly from improvements in other branches of the 
service, but mainly owing to the great addition to our carrying 
power, which is represented not only by the capacity of the 
waggons but by the fact that, owing to their extreme lightness, 
our goods engines can draw 20 per cent. more net load in these 
than in our ordinary stock. These waggons have been much 
criticised, and I am bound to say that they possess many minor 
defects, but there is a conclusive answer to all these criticisms. 
These very light waggons are produced by a special process, for 
which only two firms, one in England and one in the United 
States, possess the necessary appliances. The English firm lays 
itself out for a heavier class of work, which finds favour with 
English engineers; its prices are high, and, as it is extremely full 
of work, it is not in a position to give very quick delivery. The 
American firm lays itself ont for a very light and cheap, while 
fairly serviceable, class of work, which finds favour in that 
country and is very rapidly produced. Unfortunately for us, the 
firm was undergoing a process of reorganisation at the time 
the order was placed; this led to a long delay in placing 
the work, which was then pushed through with great rapidity, 
a heavy fine for delay having already been incurred. Not un- 
naturally, under these circumstances, the workmanship shows 
many defects, which we have had considerable trouble in remedying, 
and a little too much has been sacrificed to lightness in points which 
are, perhaps, of small importance in the United States but of con- 
siderable importance here. These, however, are all minor matters, 


and are well worth sacrificing for the great gain in carryin 
capacity obtained in a short time and at very small cost. It will 
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be understood from this that the waggons were ordered to meet a 
special exigency. They have done so successfully, and they have 
also given us experience which has enabled us to order a more 
satisfactory type for future use when the emergency alluded to 
is past. 

“A supply of carriages and waggons, both badly needed, has 
been ordered. As regards carriages, we shall require many more, 
but those ordered will slightly improve the situation. As regards 
waggons, on receipt of these we shall, I think, be in a fairly good 
situation until the increased exports due to the new Nile dams 
have time to develop. Both orders went to an Austrian firm, 
which sent in the lowest tender for waggons; but, as regards 
carriages, a British firm, were lowest, but struck out the clause in 
the specification requiring a financial guarantee for the execution 
of the contract. I telegraphed asking them to suggest an alter- 
native, but this they declined to do, and I was obliged to pass 
over their offer. A guarantee of some kind is necessary, as it would 
be useless to sue for breach of contract, in Egypt, contractors, who 
have no assets within the jurisdiction of the Courts; nor, I think, 
could we, as a foreign State Administration, sue them in the 
English Courts; and it is not inequitable, as they can sue us before 
the Mixed Tribunals if we retain the deposit unreasonably. At the 
same time, I think the fine and caution-money clauses in our 
contracts are too severe, and am modifying them. In the mean- 
time we are ready to accept any reasonable alternative proposed by 
contractors ‘to the caution-money clause; and when we have to 
inflict fines they are based on the actual loss or inconvenience - 
caused, rather than on the amount specified in the contract, which 
is regarded only as a maximum to be inflicted in extreme cases. 
Every allowance is made for legitimate causes of delay, but I have 
inflicted a good many fines during the year in cases in which I was 
satisfied that delivery had been delayed to save expense of freight, 
to satisfy other customers, or to obtain cheap deliveries of material. 
T have also dealt, not more severely than seemed absolutely necessary, 
with a case in which a contractor in England, after his tender was 
accepted, declared that he could not supply as he had not examined 
our sample (which was available for his inspection in London) 
before tendering, and could not supply material equal to it at 
the contract price. 

“Thirty locomotives have been ordered during the year. It will 
probably be necessary to order about this number annually for some 


years to replace worn-out engines and meet the ordinary expansion 


of traffic, The American offers were in every case the most favour- 
able, but as American firms do not make engines to our standard 
designs, our order for ten was given to Glasgow on a tender lower 
than that of any European firm, for a design prepared by our 
Locomotive Engineer, which seems likely to prove very suitable 
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for heavy passenger, and perhaps also for light, fast goods trains. 
It is very similar to a type introduced on the Great Western 
Railway some 15 years ago, which was found unsuitable for 
fast express work, but is used, I am told, for express goods trains. 
The time of delivery is, however, so long that it is a question 
whether we shall not have to give another order to America 
before they arrive; but I understand that the firm are making 
special efforts to anticipate their contract date. 

“ Twenty engines, ordered in 1899, have been completed by a 
Belgian firm and are being put into service. They are made to 
Mr. Trevithick’s design, and have been very carefully inspected 
during manufacture by a competent authority; they are of a type 
which has been found most serviceable on the Great Western 
Railway for shunting and branch line passenger traffic, and are 


already relieving the situation.” 


THE TRADE OF MADAGASCAR IN 1900. 
“ La Dépéche Coloniale” of the 16th inst. contains an article by 


-M. Emile Galland, summarising the latest statistics of trade which 


have been issued for Madagascar. According to these figures, 
the value of the imports into and exports from Madagascar for 


the last five years were as in the following table :— 


Years, Imports. | Exports. | Total. 
& 
1898 ... = 865,000 199,000 1,064,000 
--| 1,596,000 430,000 2,026,000 


Imports.—The principal articles of import into Madagascar are 
piece-goods, alcoholic beverages, farinaceous foods, manufactures of 
wood and metal, building materials and groceries of various sorts. 
The following table shows the value of the principal imports in 


1900 :— 
Imports into Madagascar in 1900. 


Articles. Value. 
& 

Piece-goods of allkinds ... 491,000 

. Building materials (marble, stone, &c.) ... nae eee ome 88,000 
Groceries (Denrées Coloniales) ... 61,000 
All other articles... bes 313,000 
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The returns from which the above figures are taken are 
provisional only, and do not indicate countries of origin and 
destination. In this connection, however, it may be interesting to 
reproduce the following table from the report of H.M. Consul at 
Antananarivo for 1899 (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,513), in 
which the value of the French and British imports are distinguished 
for the years 1896-1899 :— 


Years. French, British, Oth2r. Total. 
£ £ £ 
1896 “a — ‘ied 246,000 255,000 59,000 560,000 
1897 es a ail 418,000 251,000 65,000 734,000 
1898 +g ine saa 726,000 76,000 63,000 865,000 
1809 970,000 65,000 82,000 1,117,000 


Exports.—The principal articles of export are gold dust, rafia, | 
caoutchouc, gum copal, hides and skins, live animals (principally 
oxen) and wax. The values of the exports of each article have not 
yet been published, as in the case of the imports, but the value of 
the trade at each port in 1900 compared with 1899, as shown in 
the following table, is given in these returns :— 


Trade of Malagasy Ports in 1899 and 1900. 


Imports. Exports, 
1899, 1900. 1899. 1°00. 
£ £ £ 
Tamatave ... ati al 424,000 500,000 99,000 198,000 | 
Diego Suarez ... 374,000 18,000 16,000 
Majunga ... 255,000 287,000 |. 50,000 65,000 
Nossi Bé_... ove ov 99,000 133,000 35,000 26,000 
Vatomandry 90,000 126,000 | 33,000 26,000 
Mananjary ... i “a 90,000 102,000 | 14,000 19,000 
Tuléar 15,000 22,000 31,000 30,000 
Fort Dauphin eae wom 14,000 18,000 |. 4,000 12,000 
Andevorante , 17,000 | t 4,000 
Morondava ... 5,000 6,000 |, 
Vohémar ... 9,000 5,000 |; 34,000 27,000 
Farafangana Fre 8,000 || 1,000 1,000 
Ste. Marie de Madagascar... 4,000 3,000 || 1,000 5,000 
Mahanoro ... cco eee _ — | 2,000 1,000 
Total ... | 1,117,000 | 1,596,000 | 322,000 430,000 


* Less than 5001. + Not opened for export trade in this year. 
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It will be noticed in the above table that some ports which are 
of ‘the first rank as regards imports are of small importance 
for the export trade. Such, especially, are Diego Suarez and 
Nossi Bé. The most important of all is Tamatave on the East 
Coast, the starting point of the railway to Antananarivo, the 
capital of the island. The exports from Tamatave in 1900 have 
doubled in value as compared with 1899; out of the total value 
of 198,000/. in 1900, gold dust is set down at 131,000/. Majunga, 
Mananjary, Fort Dauphin, and Ste. Marie each show an increase 
in the value of their export trade as compared with 1899. The 
comparatively large increase at Fort Dauphin, at the south-eastern 
corner of the island, is stated to be due to the large shipments of 
oxen to British South Africa. 


RAILWAY PROGRESS IN JAPAN. 


--An interesting article on the subject of railway progress in 
Japan, published in the “ Keizai Yasshi,” a Japanese journal 
which pays special attention to industrial and financial matters, 
has been translated into English for the March issue of “ Indian 
and Eastern Engineering.” 

The writer of the article states that for the first few years the 
building of railways was confined within a very narrow sphere, and. 
it was only in 1881 that a period of greater activity in this direc- 
tion set in. In that year the first private line, namely, the 
northern one from Tokyo to Aomori, was commenced (length 454 
miles). Several hundred miles were constructed between the years 
1881 and 1890, the trunk line joining the cities of Tokyo and 
Kioto, amounting to a total length of 376 miles, being completed 
in 1890. It must, however, be borne in mind that, during that 
period Japan passed through some serious political crises, which 
no doubt went far to check any rapid progress in the direction of 
railway construction. The mania for forming railway undertakings 
reached its climax in the 24th year of Meiji (1891), but the 
tendency to speculate eventually led to serious drawbacks in 
connection with their development. The war with China, to a 
certain extent saved the country from a decline, as the people 
and the Government saw the necessity for improving the means of 
communication, and for some time the industrial world of Japan 
presented an aspect of unprecedented prosperity. This, however, 
was merely temporary, for in a year or two it was found im- 
possible to carry out much railway enterprise. Railways in Japan 
may be regarded as having developed through three different 
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periods. The period from 1872 to 1882 belongs to the experi- 
mental epoch; that from 1883 to 1893 was characteri by 
progress and extension, while the third period is one of solidifica- 
tion and settlement. 

The total mileage of both Government and private railways at 
the end of 1899 reached 3,638 miles, of which 832 miles were 
Government and 2,806 were private lines. The additions opened 
to traffic each year since 1888 were as follows :— 


Government| Private 
Year. Railways. | Railways. Total. 
| 

Miles, | Miles. Miles 
1888... ope wed 205 113 318 
1894... 23 156 179 
10087: ig 106 865 471 


On both Government and private roads the length of double lines 
is very limited, being only 1-9 per cent. of the Government and 3-4. 
per cent. of the private lines. There are a considerable number of 
lines projected or under construction. Permanent charters have 
been granted for 1,230 miles of additional Government lines and 
960 miles of private lines, and provisional charters for 1,523 miles 
of private lines. It is estimated that a railway system of 7,000 
miles will at least be required for the needs of Japan, and no doubt 
this and probably more will be carried out as soon as the financial 
conditions allow, so that notwithstanding the progress which has 
been made in railway construction in Japan, only about one-half 
of the minimum which is considered necessary has as yet been 
accomplished. There is, therefore, a good prospect for the supply 
of materials and plant for a number of years to come. _. 
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CHILEAN NITRATE 1900. 


The “ Chilean Times ” of 27th February last publishes a summary 
of the report of the “ Asociacion Salitrera de Propaganda” on the 
condition of the nitrate-industry in 1900. 

The following particulars are from this report :— 

Spanish Quintals. 
Production of Chilean nitrate dee ... 32,475,000 q> 
Exports of Chilean nitrate ... ik ... 931,550,000 
Estimated World’s consumption ... ... 30,443,000 
Estimated decrease in World’s consumption 
as compared with 1899 ... ive see 270,000 


The decrease is stated to have occurred in the European Market 
and in “other countries,” Germany figuring for 1,273,050 
quintals, and South Africa for 259,605. The reasons for the falling- 
off in the consumption in Germany are given at length in the 
report of the Delegaticn in that country. It appears from this 
report that the weather in 1899 was favourable for the growth of | os 

q straw, and this led to the production of an unusual quantity of 
: farm-yard manure, which naturally entered into competition with all 

q kinds of fertilisers. Last year was also unfavourable for nitrate in 
Germany from other causes. Late spring frosts retarded the use of 
fertilisers, and in many cases altogether prevented their use. The 
frosts were followed by a long drought, especially in the east of 
the Empire, which prevented the use of nitrate on grass lands. 

] Another cause of the falling-off is said to have been the accumu- 
q lation of stocks in the interior. The cessation of exportation of 
q nitrate to South Africa for use in the Transvaal mines is, of course, } 


due to the war. 

Producers are congratulated in the report on the formation of 
the combination, and the full text of the agreement is given. The 
combination is for five years to be counted from the Ist of April, 
1901, to the 31st of March, 1906. The first year, however, is to 
include the first quarter of the current year, and will thus consist 

a of 15 months. This circumstance will not, however, create any 
q increment in the production, because the Directorate resolved, in the 
qi middle of January, that the stocks on the coast on 31st December, 
1900, were sufficient to meet the export requirements in the first 
quarter of the current year. Special commissions were appointed 
to make inventories of these stocks, which amounted to 5,862,089 

quintals, in the seven nitrate sections of Iquique, Pisagua, Caleta 
Buena, Junin, Tocorilla, Antofagasta and Taltal. On the date just 
mentioned the stocks in Europe amounted to 4,816,680 quintals, 
and there was afloat for that Continent 13,218,000, making a total 
of 18,034,780 quintals, against 16,859,450 on the same date in 
1899. The deliveries for the world’s consumption in 1900 show a 
net decrease of 269,749 quintals as compared with 1899. The 
decreases were: Europe, 548,750 quintals; United States, West 
Ccast, 117,062; other countries, 163,725; and Chile, 9,330. 
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Against these decreases the United States, East Coast, showed an 
increase of 569,148 quintals. 

The following table shows the exports to different countries in 
1900 as compared with 1899 :— 


‘ Exports of Chilean Nitrate. 
To 1899. | 1900. 
Spanish Quintals, || Spanish Quintals. 

United Kingdom ... 9,321,000 9,602,000 
8,338,000 | 8,580,000 
United States... 8,253,000 |} 4,871,000 
Belgium. 191,000 1,423,000 
Other countries... 1,303,000 | 1,449,000 

Total... 30,889,000 | 81,550,000 

| 


THE TEA TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The following particulars relating to the tea trade of the United 
States are taken from a report by the British Commercial Agent in 
the United States, received at the Board of Trade through the 
Foreign Office. 

Mr. Seymour Bell, in the report referred to, says that there is 
now a monthly importation of tea into the United States of between 
9,000,000 and 10,000,000 lbs. This is an increase of nearly 
1,000,000 lbs. per month compared with 12 months ago, and 
nearly 2,000,000 lbs. compared with two years ago. 

Taking the figures for the eight months ended 28th February 
last, the amount imported was 78,794,023 lbs. Of this about 54 
per cent. came from China and 37 per cent. from Japan. Only a 
little over 5 per cent. was imported from the United Kingdom, 
British North America and the East Indies combined. 

The previous year for the same eight months China had about 
47 per cent. of the trade, Japan about 44 per cent. and the British 
possessions about 8 per cent. China, therefore, has increased h2r 
trade considerably, while all the other countries have sent less. 

The difference may be even greater than is shown by these 
figures, because there is nothing to show from what co.ntry the 
tea imported from British North America came. Part of it may 
have come from China and Japan. 
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A glance at the prices of tea imported during the same period 
for three years from the several countries, may suggest a reason 
why the sale of tea from China has increased so much, thus :— 

Prices per Ib. of the tea imported during the eight months ended 
28th February :— 


1899. 1900. 1901. 
Cents. Cents. Cents. 
From United Kingdom ... 22°'8 191 19°6 
» Hast Indies ... 17-1 12°6 135 
British North America... 16°3 17-2 
» China 12-4 120 10°6 


The following information supplied by dealers in tea in different 
parts of the United States may be of interest. 
_ New York.—The China qualities sell best in the east and the 
Japan in the west. Formosa is included in the China teas. The 
demand for Ceylon and Indian qualities is increasing. ‘ The 
demand is chiefly for the cheaper grades on account of the duty. 
The proportion of green tea sold as compared to black is about 
one to five. 


San Francisco.—The China qualities sell best, then Japan, and 
Ceylon third. The demand for Ceylon tea is increasing. The 
demand is chiefly for the better qualities. ‘The proportion of 
green to black is one tothree. ‘The demand for green is decreasing. 


New Orleans.—China tea is the best seller, but the demand for 
Ceylon is slightly increasing. The chief demand is for medium 
and better grades. The proportion of green to black is about 
one-third green to two-thirds black. 

Philadelphia—China and Japan sell best. There is never much 
demand for Ceylon. The demand is greatest for medium grades. 
The proportion of black to green is five to one. ‘The demand for 
the latter is decreasing. 

Baltimore. —China sells best. There is no demand for Ceylon. 
The demand is chiefly for cheaper grades. ‘The proportion of black 
to green is about five to one. 
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ZINC INDUSTRY IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The British Vice-Consul at Chicago, in a report recently received 
at the Foreign Office, states that there are now in the United 
States four fields of zinc ‘ore; New Jersey, Wisconsin, Colorado, and 
the field which includes a part of Missouri, Arkansas, and Kansas. 
The first of these is practically controlled by the New Jersey Zine 
Company. 

The second is not very well worked, although it has been in 
use the longest of any field in the United States, but there is 
still much land undeveloped and showing good prospects which can 
be purchased for from 61. to 101. per acre, and land partly developed 
at. from 12I. to 201, Nearly all this land is agricultural and is 
considered worth about two-thirds of the price asked for that 
purpose. The Wisconsin zinc fields cover an extent of 70 miles 
by 40 miles, and are approached by two or three railways which 
connect with Milwaukee on the lake. Furnace coal costs at the 
distance of 120 miles from the coal mines about 5s, per ton. 

In the third district, Colorado, zinc is only a bye-product. 

The fourth is a large district, and has the present advantage of 
a supply of natural gas, and includes the well-known Joplin 
district.. Land can be bought there at greatly varying prices 
according to the development and returns:shown, undeveloped 
land being obtainable as low as 10s. per acre, while rich mines are 
valued at 1,000/. per acre. A, 

It is reported that the miners of the Joplin district have 
contracted to export to Europe 60,000 tons‘‘during the coming 

ear. 

. The cost of reducing a ton of zinc ore to metal with coal is now 
about 40s., an increase in cost of 4s. in four years, during which 
time the cost of coal and freights have risen, whilst the metal can be 
made by the use of natural gas for 28s. per ton, as the prices asked 
for this fuel have hitherto been small, but the owners of the land 
are beginning to ask better prices for their property. Anyone 
starting smelting works must look carefnlly into the chances of a 
failure of the gas, and consider whether it is not better to go to a 
part of the States where there is no natural gas as long as it is not 
too far from a coal supply. 

Many people hold that the metal made from natural gas has 
defects from which coal-made metal is free, being more brittle and 
more easily affected by the air, and that there is a slightly better 
return also from coal retorts from the same class of ore. 

The approximate yield of zinc ores in the United States for 1900 
was about 425,000 tons of 2,000 lbs. 

The home consumption may be apportioned as follows :— 
Manufactured into metal. 150,000 tons ; and into paint materials, 
150,000 tons ; while 125,000 tons were exported to Europe. 

The yield of metal for the year 1900 was about 120,000 tons, 
of which about 100,000 tons will have been consumed in the 
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United States, and the remainder, 20,000 tons, exported chiefly to 
the United Kingdom. Zinc oxide and other paint materials, 
containing more or less zinc, used about 60,000 tons, of which 
about 5,000 tons were exported; almost all of this was pure oxide 


of zinc. 
About 85 per cent. of this product is used in the manufacture 
of paint while the remainder is used for floorcloth, table baizes, ; 


wallpapers, and enters into the manufactures of india-rubber, 
earthenware glazing, ointment, and medicine, and is also used in 
the chemist’s laboratory. ; 

At least 90 per cent. of the paint materials are made directly 
from the ores, with anthracite coal as the fuel. The other 10 per 
cent. is made on the French system from spelter or its bye- 
products, such as galvanisers’ dross, zinc scraps, &c. 

By far the largest amount is used in galvanising wire and other 
iron and steel products. A considerable quantity goes into the — 
manufacture of brass and electrical appliances, such as battery 
zincs, &c. There is also a consumption in connection with {> 
q separating and refining the precious metals. ; 
| The zinc rolling industry is very important, and produces a large 
q number of articles such as roofing sheets, roof gutters, sign plates, 
f scullery appliances, jar and bottle stoppers, toys, &c. 

q In 1894 a 60 per cent. ore went as low in price as 3/. 14s. 6d. 
q per ton, while in 1899 the same quality of ore rose to over 10/. 10s. 
q and in February, 1901, it was about 41. 12s. 

The very high prices during 1898 and 1899 caused an extra- 
ordinary development in zinc mining with the usual result that 
what was thought, in 1896-97, to be a prospective ore famine was 3, 
changed to a considerable surplus, and for the last year the mine- 
owners have been facing the problem, especially in the Joplin 
district in Missouri, of how to operate successfully about 500 
mines when less than half of that number could supply all the Z. 
furnaces now in blast in the United States, and arrangements are 
being made to ship large quantities of ore to Europe. (Foreigi 
Office, Miscellaneous Series, 550.) 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 
CANADA. 


The following communication has been received at the Board of 
Trade from the offices of the High Commis- 
Export of Cattle. sioner for Canada. 

The Canadian Government have sent an 
officer specially to this country to apply the tuberculin test to all 
cattle over six months old for breeding purposes, and to milch 
cows intended for export from the United Kingdom to Canada. 

This arrangement supersedes that by which the test could 
hitherto be applied by veterinary surgeons in this country approved 
of by the High Commissioner. : 

The officer appointed is Mr. J. G. Rutherford, Veterinary 
Quarantine Officer of the Canadian Department of Agriculture, 
to whom communications regarding the testing of cattle should be 
addressed. His headquarters for the present are the Canadian 
Government Offices, 52, St. Enoch Square, Glasgow. 


VICTORIA. 
The Board of Trade has received, through the Colonial Office, a 
Excise Reduction °°PY of an Act (No. 1,711 of 1900) assented to 
‘Act, 1900 by the Legislature of Victoria on 27th Decem- 
ber, 1900, authorising the Governor-in-Council 
at any time before the imposition by the Commonwealth of uniform 


duties of Customs to reduce, by Proclamation, the Excise duties. 


on tobacco, cigars, cigarettes, and spirits manufactured, or beer 
brewed in Victoria. 

It is provided that in such cases where a contract or agreement 
has been made or entered into, before the date of the Proclamation, 
for the purchase or delivery on purchase, on or after such date, of 
any of the articles mentioned, the purchaser shall be at liberty to 


deduct from the price of the article so much money as is equivalent. 


to the reduction of duty effected by the Proclamation, or, when 
the price has already been paid or accounted for and the goods not 
delivered, shall be entitled to recover an amount equivalent to 
such reduction from the vendor. Should money be deducted or 
recovered by the purchaser, in pursuance of this section, the 
vendor may, by notice in writing served on the purchaser within 
14 days after the date of the publication of the Proclamation, 
declare the contract null and void. 


SWEDEN. 
The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
: Office, to the effect that the following alteration, 
~~ approved by the Swedish Parliament on the 
Suaneeedions 11th inst., has been effected with regard to the 
a duty on certain chemical preparations imported 


into Sweden. Chloride of gold, potassium-chloride of gold, 
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| sodium-chloride of gold, potassium platina, and chloride of platina 
if are in futrre to be dutiable at the rate of 8 dre per kilog. (4s. 64d. 
a per cwt.) iastead of at the rate’ of 15 per cent. ad valorem as 
thnical preparations. not specially. mentioned in the 
riff. 


q 

q SWITZERLAND. 

A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of the “ Feuille 4. 
: Fédérale Suisse” for the 16th January last 


New Spirit Law. containing the text of the Swiss Law on alcohol, 

‘ dated the 29th June, 1900. The Law makes 

q the following provisions with regard to the importation and transit 

| of alcohol :— 

. The right to import any kind of distilled spirits belongs 

ae exclusively to the State. Private individuals, however, are allowed 
q ) to import distilled beverages which are not included in the category 

q of raw alcohols, under conditions fixed by the Federal Council, on 
a payment of a monopoly duty of 80 fcs. per 100 kilogs., gross 7; 

| weight, irrespective of their alcoholic strength. If, however, such j 

| beverages contain more than 75 degrees of alcohol, they are subject 

q to a supplementary duty of 80 centimes per degree in excess of 75 

i degrees and per 100 kilogs., gross weight. The Federal Council is 
_ authorised to increase by one quarter the duties leviable on 

- importations weighing less than 50 kilogs., gross weight, and .may 
| also reduce by one quarter the duties imposed on imported products 
q containing less than 25 degrees of alcohol. 

) Alcohol, or products manufactured with alcohol, which are unfit for 

consumption as beverages, may be imported by private individuals 

i on payment of the monopoly duties fixed by the Customs Tariff. 
‘Wines containing more than 12 degrees of alcohol are subject to 
| a monopoly duty of 80 centimes per degree in excess of 12 degrees 
and per 100 kilogs., gross weight. 

Primary materials intended for use in distillation are subject, 
on importation, to a monopoly duty proportionate to their 
presumed yield in alcohol. 

The transit of alcohols through Switzerland remains subject to 
the provisions of the Swiss Customs Law. 


SPAIN—JAPAN. 
| A translation has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Foreign Office, of a Commercial Convention 


| ee between Spain and Japan, signed at Tokio on 
it netween the above ‘22 28th March, 1900, and which came into 

H | ya force from the date of its ratification on the 
30th ult. 


a Tke Convention provides that each of the Contracting Parties 
| shall accord to the other most-favoured-nation treatment in respect 
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of import and export duties except so far as relates to the special 
advantages accorded by Spain to Portugal. The Convention is 
to remain in operation for five years, and, after that period has 
elapsed, may be terminated by either of the Contracting Parties 
upon a notice of twelve months. 


UNITED STATES—CUBA. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Abolition of Foreign Office, of a despatch from H.M. Gonsul- 
Export Duties on General at Havana, reporting that the 
dinien United States Government have issued a Decree, 

: which was to come into operation on the 

Ist inst., abolishing the export duties leviable on tobacco shipped 


from Cuban ports. ‘The duties formerly in force were as 
follows :— 


Tobacco :— 
Manufactured— Dols. Cts. 
(a) Cigarettes, in boxes... Thousand 0 90 
(6) Tobacco, cut... ose 100 kilogs. 3 75 
(c) Cigars Thousand 1 35 


In the leaf or filler tobacco— 

(a) Harvested in the Province of 
Santiago and exported through 
the Custom Houses of Santiago, 
Gibara, or Manzanillo . 100 kilogs. 2 20 

(6) Other... xe 6 30 


The Board have also received information from the same source 

Proposed to the effect that the United States Government 

oii of have appointed a Commission of five members 

Cuban Tariff. for the revision of the Cuban Customs Tariff, 

two of whom are American citizens established 

in Cuba, two Cubans by birth, and the fifth the present Collector 
of Customs. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—VENEZUELA. 


A translation has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Parcels Post General Post Office, of a Venezuelan Decree, 
Scabietitien dated the 9th January last, putting into force a 
‘Che Parcels Post Convention which has been agree 1 
ante eee between the United States of America 
and Venezuela. 

The Convention contains various regulations as to the weight, 
size, and legitimate contents of parcels admissible in one of the 
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two countries when coming from the other, and it provides that all 
admissible articles of merchandise which are deposited in the Post 
Office of the one country for delivery in the other, or which may 
be received in the one country from the other, shall be subject to 
no detention or inspection other than such as may be necessary for 
the recovery of the Customs duties payable thereon, and that they 
shall be despatched to their destination by the most direct route. 
A full translation of the Convention may be consulted by 
persons interested on calling at the Offices of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament St., S.W. 


COLOMBIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 78-9 of the 
Reduction of “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 11th inst., 
— relative to export duties leviable in Colombia, 
~— nd on the Board of Trade have now received informa- 
= tion through the Foreign Office to the effect 
that the export duty on orchids has been reduced from 10 pesos 
to 1 peso per kilog. 
H.M. Minister at Bogota adds that, at the present rate of 
exchange, the Colombian peso (the nominal value of which is 4s.) 
is equivalent to about 3}d. only. 


ARGENTINA. 


With reference to notices which have previously appeared in the 

5 “ Board of Trade Journal” relative to the free 

Free Admission mission into the Argentine Republic of sacks 

of Sacks for cereals, and of sack-cloth for the manufac- 

and Sack-cloth. ture of the same (see ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 

for the 15th March, 1900, p. 598; 5th April, 1900, p. 25), the 

Board of Trade have now received information, through the Foreign 

Office, to the effect that the free importation of these articles has 

been continued, by a Decree of the Presilent of the Republic, 
until the Ist August next. 


‘The Board have also received information from the same source, to 
the effect that, by a Presidential Decree, corn- 

oe = crushing ani chaff-cutting machines imported 
Corn-crushing = into the Republic are in future to be subject to 
and Chaff-catting duty at the rate of 5 per cent. of the official 
Machines. valuation, instead of 25 per cent. as heretofore. 
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RUSSIA. 
A despatch dated 13th inst. has been received at the Foreign 

Office, from H.M. Consul-General at Odessa 
st rnd Rates forwarding the following translation of an 

extract from the ‘“Vedomosti Odesskavo Gra- 

donachalstva” of 30th March—12th April, 

reporting an intended arrangement by which it shall be made easier 

and cheaper for inland manufacturers and merchants to send their 
goods abroad and also to import by the Russian steamship lines. 

“‘The ‘ Odesski Listok ’ has been informed that the draft of new 
regulations for the volunteer fleet has been submitted to the State 
Council. 

“The railway system and the oversea communications will be 
made to fit into each other in the following respects :—Special 
reduced railway tariffs amounting to as much as 25 or even 50 
per cent. will be conceded on goods from the interior for all ports 
of the Black, Marmora and Mediterranean seas and to the landing 
places on the Danube, which form a part of the existing southern over- 
sea and Russo-Danube communications, and also to Vladivostock, 
Nikolaievsk, Port Arthur and to the ports lying en route to the Far 
East, Nagasaki, Shanghai, Hankow, Colombo, Singapore, Aden, 
Djibuti and Perim. The ports of departure from Russia will be 
Odessa and Novorossisk. 

“ As regards importation, the present tariff to the most important 
sry of Moscow and Warsaw regions remains temporarily in 
orce. 

“Communication with the Danube landing places will, as hereto- 
fore, be maintained by the Black Sea and Danube Steam Navigation 
Company, with the ports of the Black Sea, Marmora and Mediter- 
ranean seas by the Russian Steam Navigation and Trading Company, 
and with the ports of the Far East by the volunteer fleet by the 
Russian Steam Navigation and Trading Company, and by the 
Russian East Asia and Baltic Steam Navigation Companies. 
Communication will bea through one, only requiring one document 
for the whole journey, and only needing the goods to be handed 
over to the corresponding railroad and steamship agencies without 
need for the intervention of agents (at shipping or landing ports).” 


GERMANY. 
The following account of railways, working and projected, in 
Sethian ten German East Africa is from the same report :— 
Ge y The German Government bought the 
Usambara Railway from the German East 
Africa Company in March, 1899, and the sum 
of 115,450. was voted for the extension of the line from Muhesa 

to Karagwe. 
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Fresh rolling stock having arrived from Germany, a daily “up ” 
and “down” train has been running between Tanga and Muhesa 
since the commencement of 1900. 

The returns from 1st April, 1899, to 30th March, 1900, are as 
follows :— 


European Native ‘ Total 
Passengers. | Passengers. | Cattle. | Packages. Receipts. © 
No. No. No. No. ings 
635 9,205 58 2,466,448 8,150 


The survey from Muhesa to Karagwe has been completed, and 
the earthworks on one-half of this stretch were finishéd on Ist 
September. The number of natives employed is over 2,000. Much 
of the work has been handed over to contractors, of whom there 
are 13. The 54 miles of line from Tanga to Karagwe will 
probably be opened for passengers and traffic on Ist July, 1901. 
The survey for the railway will then be carried on to Mombo, some 
28 miles beyond Karagwe. : 

In 1899 the sum of 5,000/. which was asked for to meet the 
completion of the survey for the proposed Central Railway from 
Dar-es-Salaam to Mrogoro, was refused by the Reichstag. Up to 
the present only the first 30 miles to Kola have been definitely 
surveyed. In the event of the railway being built, the terminus 
station will be situated near the Custom house at Dar-es-Salaam, 
where there are good facilities for landing goods, &c. The line, 
after leaving the capital, will proceed direct to Mbaraksruh; it 
will then leave the Kiserawe Hills on the right, skirt round the 
Kwamagombeka Hill, and cross the Bigi Valley, whence there are 
no difficulties until Kola is reached. ee 

Much has been written about the proposed Nyasa Railway, but 
although it is stated that a German bank is willing to advance a 
sufficient sum to insure it being constructed, no commencement 
has as yet been made. 

The spot chosen as a starting-point is situated on a creek of the 
Mavuji River, either immediately opposite Kilwa Kisiwani on the 
mainland, or at a small village called Orero. 

It is possible that the decrease shown in the trade returns since 
1898 is merely a fluctuation in the market—a natural consequence 
of the famine, when the native population was decimated by 
hunger and disease—but it is probable that the want of railways, 
which is beginning to be felt acutely, is also to a certain extent 
responsible for the falling-off of both imports and exports.’ 

Many of the districts in the interior are stated by experts to be 
exceptionally rich in oil-bearing plants, hides, india-rubber, grain, 
and minerals, but, owing to the need of transport other than by 
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cart or by porters, it is often impossible to bring these products 
to the coast. The Usambara railway is at present only a local line, 
and is of little use to the Colony in general. With the exception 
of Government caravans, but. few loads are now sent by the Tanga 
road to Kilima Njaro, the Mombasa-Voi-Taveta route being both 
cheaper and quicker. A railway from Kilwa to Lake Nyasa 
would, without doubt, prove a serious rival to the Shiré river 
trade, and would also open up the fertile caoutchouc districts in 
the south of the Colony. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,568.) 

With reference to the Mrogoro and Karagwe railways, in a later 
report by the Second Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Berlin 
(Miscellaneous Series, 549), it is stated that the sum of 77,500I. 
demanded as a first instalment for the continuai.on of the Usambara 
Railway from Karagwe to Mombo has also been rejected by the 
Budget Commission, but the remaining sum of 47,5001., being the 
last instalment for the completion of the line as far as Karagwe, 
has been voted. The line costs 3,6001. per kilom. The sum of 
100,0001. asked for the construction of the section from Dar-es- 
Salaam to Mrogoro of the projected East African Central Railway, 
which will join the Cape Cairo Railway at Tabora, has been rejected 
by the Budget Commission, and therefore falls out of the present 
estimates, but the negotiations carried on by the Government for the 
formation of a syndicate, having been brought to a successful con- 
clusion on the basis of a State guarantee of interest up to three 
per cent. of the capital, a Bill in this sense will shortly be sub- 
mitted to the Reichstag. 


In the same report it is stated a broad roads have been made 
? all over the Colony, and it is now possible to 
eg ca drive from Dar-es-Salaam to Lakes Victoria 
Nyanza and Tanganyika, from Tanga to Kilima 

Njaro, and from Kilwa and Lindi to Lake Nyasa. 

A road running almost parallel to the Stevenson Road between 
Lakes Tanganyika and Nyasa has been projected, and will in all 
probability be constructed in 1901. 

The roads are kept in good condition, and along some of them 
rest-houses and provender stores have been erected at intervals. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,568.) 


The sum of 7501. asked for the erection of a telegraph wire from 
Dar-es-Salaam to Mpapwa, represents the share 
Telegraph Line. of the Protectorate towards the cost of the 
above section of a telegraph line, which the 
Imperial Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs contemplate construct- 
ing from Dar-es-Salaam to Ujiji on Lake Tanganyika. (Foreign 
Office, Miscellaneous Series, 549.) 


BZ 


1 
f 

| 

| 

| 


200 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Apr. 25, 1901. 


Shipping and Transport. 


GERMAN SOUTH-WEST AFRICA. 
In the report by the Second Secretary to H.M. Embassy in Berlin 
Rail: on German colonies, it is stated that the sum of 
a 150,000. is inserted in the estimates towards 
Construction. = the continuation of the railway and telegraph 
from Swakopmund to Windhoek. The railway’ has now been 
constructed as far as Karibib, 194 kiloms. (about 120 miles) from 
the coast. The cost of construction of this section amounted to 
311,680. It is estimated that the remaining section, Karibib- 
Windhoek, will have a length of 200 kiloms., and will cost 
375,0001. The total cost of the entire line from Swakopmund to 
Windhoek, a distance of 400 kiloms. (about 250 miles), will 
accordingly be 686,680/., or an average of 1,716/. 14s. per kilom. 
(Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 549.) 


FRANCE. 

H.M. Consul at La Rochelle reports that British shipping at that 
Seiten of port continues to increase, and French shipping 
La ed ile. to diminish, and that there is an increase in the 

number of ships from foreign countries other 
than the United Kingdom, owing to the establishment of a new 
line of Russian steamers from Helsingfors (Finland) to La Pallice 

and Bordeaux. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,569.) 


EGYPTIAN SOUDAN. 
The following particulars relating to the railway in the Egyptian 

The Soudan Soudan are given in Lord Cromer’s report on 

Railwa Egypt, recently issued by the Foreign Office. 

4 The railway line from Halfa was completed 
to Halfaya on the Blue Nile opposite to Khartoum on the 30th 
December, 1899. 

Before considering particulars of traffic receipts, &c., these points 
should be borne in mind :— 

1. The line was laid primarily to supply an army in the field. The 
route, method, and material were all chosen with this object in view. 

2. Nearly 50 per cent. of the line is in absolute desert. This 
part is never likely to earn any revenue, but requires maintenance 
as much as the rest of the line. 

8. Every train leaving Halfa for Khartoum has to carry with it 
9,500 gallons of water for the engine, and this represents a very 
considerable loss of transport in the year. 

4, All soldiers, Government officials, Government supplies, and 
stores have to be carried free, and, in addition, it is necessary to 
grant a considerable number of free passes. 

5. The goods traffic at present from south to north is inconsider- 
able except at certain periods of the year, but this is increasing in 
proportion to the commercial development of the country. There 
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is, however, a fair amount of date traffic during the closing months 
of the year on the Kerma line. In the present year, it is calculated 
a large quantity of gum from Kordofan and other parts will be 
exported from the Soudan. It would also be possible to export 
considerable quantities of dhurra, but, unfortunately, there is no 
market for Soudan cereals in Egypt. A certain quantity of wheat 
is transported from the Dongola district to Khartoum for con- 
sumption of the troops. 

6. Every effort is being made, by obtaining articles locally, to 
reduce the amount of building material, stores, and supplies, &c., 
required for army consumption, reconstruction, and other objects, 
thus freeing more rolling stock for the transport of private 
merchandise, and it is hoped that in the current year, with the 
additional rolling stock now ordered, more accommodation for 
paying goods will be available than it has been hitherto possible to 

rovide. 
: The following are the particulars alluded to. There are 779 miles 
of line now open in the Soudan :— SE. 
The total receipts from passenger traffic amount to 6,703 
(a) Value of free passes issued to officers, soldiers, 


Government officials and their families ... 48,788 

(b) To other civilians... 6,093 
Total receipts from goods traffic, live stock, &c. ... 27,555 
Value of freight on materials carried for railway ... 16,944 


Value of freight on Government building materials, 

stores, supplies, &c., which have at present to be 

carried free (assuming them to have been carried 
at an uniform rate P,T. 10 per kanta) ... .» 40,468 
Gross earnings 146,551 

From this must be deducted the value of free passes 

to certain passengers and goods carried free, 
which amounts to... 112,293 


Leaving the actual earnings... ‘ 34,258 


Total working expenses (not including new works) 113,350 
Per cent, 


Percentage of working expenses to gross earnings.. ‘77 
This is a high percentage, but it must be remembered that there 
is little paying merchandise traffic from south to north at present. 
A total of 728 trains (up and down) on the Khartoum line have 
been run during the year, amounting to 419,440 train miles, 
And on the Kerma line a total of 348 trains, amounting to 
70,560 train miles. 
The working expenses per train mile— 
On the Khartoum lire 
Kerma 
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CANADA. 


The “Canada Gazette” of 6th inst. publishes the text of an 
Ordinance by His Excellency the Governor- 

Sageietions General in Council promulgating regulations 
, governing placer mining in the Yukon Territory ’ 
a’ nat to be substituted for the regulations established 

on Aerrtory: by the Governor-General in Council on the 18th 
January, 1898, as amended by subsequent Orders in Council. 

The “Gazette” containing these regulations may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
; of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


According to the Toronto “Monetary Times” of 8th ult., the 
: Dominion Government have made new regula- 
eet tions respecting the disposal of coal om in 
* Manitoba, the Territories and British Columbia, 
providing that land containing anthracite coal may be sold at an 
i upset price of 20 dols. per acre, and coal other than anthracite at 
: an upset price of 10 dols. per acre, or may be sold by public com- 
| petition, if the Minister of the Interior shall so decide. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 85 of the “Board of ‘Trade 
Journal” for 11th October last, the “ Official 
penne Gazette” of British Guiana of 20th ult. pub- 
-i the “ Mini lishes the text of an Ordinance to amend the 
“od Mining Ordinance, 1887. 
Oriinsace, ‘ The “Gazette” containing the Ordinance 
may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


AUSTRALIA. 
The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 


General of the Government of Western Australia 


Gold —* a report, stating that the crushing returns for 
pose mye the month of March, 1901, for all gold mining 
a h. a companies in the Colony are as follows :— 


Ore treated, 123,687 tons. 
Yield of Gold, 142,703 ounces. 


Average yield per ton, 1 oz. 3 dwts, 1 grain. 
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BELGIUM. 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” of 17th February last 

publishes the metallurgical statistics of Belgium 

Iron and Stee) 10", the year 1900 from which the following 
in 1900 particulars have been taken :— 

‘ Pig-Iron.—-The production of pig-iron in 1900 
was 1,018,507 metric tons as compared with 1,024,576 metric tons 
in 1899, 

The year 1900, therefore, in comparison with 1899 indicates a 
slight falling off. During the second half of 1900 production 
amounted to 523,787 tons, as compared with 494,720 tons 
during the first half year, a fact rather unexpected, since the 
metallurgical crisis commenced to develope toward the beginning 
of the second half. In 1899 the production was 533,900 tons 
during the second half, as compared with 490,676 tons during the 
first six months of that year. Therefore, the situation was quite 
parallel to that of 1900, which is natural since industrial prosperity 
was growing during the latter part of the year. 

According to character of iron the production during the last 
two years was as follows :— 


Production of 


Increase or 
1899, | 1900. Decrease in 
| 1900. 
Metric tons. | Metric tons. | Metric tons 
Forge pig-iron 317,029 306,439 — 10,590 
Pig-iron for steel purposes ae re 623,382 623,608 + 226 
Foundry iron 84,165 88,460 4,295 
Totals 1,024,576 1,018,507 | — 6,069 


The only falling off, therefore, has been in the case of forge pig- 
iron, the production of which has declined 10,590 tons. 


Finished Iron.—The production of finished iron in 1900 amounted 
to 362,252 metric tons, as compared with 475,198 in 1899. 


Steel—Intermediate Products—The production of intermediate 
steel products, including blooms, billets, &c., amounted to 654,827 
metric tons in 1900, as compared with 731,249 in 1899. During 
the second half of last year the output was only 292,057 tons, as 
compared with 362,770 tons for tlie first half of the year. In 1899 
the results were 360,499 for the first half and 370,750 tos for the 
second half, 


Finished Steel—The output ‘of finished steel in 1900) was 
564,056 metric tons, as compared: with 633,950 metric tons i 
1899, a decrease of 69,894 tons, 
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‘“ Taking the foregoing figures, the total production of finished 
iron and steel in 1899 and 1900 was as follows :— 


1899. 1900. 
Metric Tons. Metric Tons. 
Finished iron ... 475,198 362,252 
Total 1,109,148 926,308 


FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at La Rochelle, in a recent report to the Foreign 
La Rochell Office, states that the imports into that port show 
Coal Trade. a moderate increase in the total amount, but 

this arises from larger coal importations from 

the United Kingdom, but for which there would have been a 

decrease. In the year 1900, 35,000 tons were landed at La 

Rochelle more than in the preceding year, in spite of the fact that 

at one time the price was nearly doubled owing to strikes. This 

year is expected to be still better, as there are some very large 
contracts, the State railway alone having one for 100,000 tons, to 

be delivered at La Rochelle during 1901. 

6,369 tons of coal-tar and pitch were imported from the United 
sa) against none in 1899. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 

2,569. 


The British Vice-Consul at St. Nazaire reports that the returns 
St. Nazai furnished by the Custom House authorities 
Coal ~0ert , for the past year show an increase of over 

110,000 tons in the tonnage of vessels entering 
the port, as compared with that of the year previous. This is 
almost entirely due to the great quantity of coal imported, over 

1,000,000 tons having been received at the port of St. Nazaire 

alone, as compared with 840,000 tons in the year 1899. The 

greater commercial activity at the Loire ports would appear to 
account for this very notable increase, at any rate, to some extent (see 
pp. 212-3). A new departure has been the reception of a cargo of 

American coal on trial. The result seems to have been very satis- 

factory, and the experiment is likely to be repeated if the abnormally 

high prices of Welsh and Newcastle coal should recur. Coal is by 
far the most important article of import from the United Kingdom, 
as nearly every other outlet for British manufactured goods is being’ 
slowly but surely closed by the ever increasing Customs tariff. 

The greater portion of the carrying trade in British bottoms is 
engaged in the shipment of coals to St. Nazaire, whence the vessels 
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go to Bilbao to load iron ore, and afterwards either return to St. 
Nazaire or to ports in the United Kingdom. 

This lucrative trade was, until quite recently, almost entirely in 
British hands, but within the last few years the Spaniards have 
been buying and constructing vessels for it, and as time goes on 
this competition promises to become very serious; no fewer than 
95 vessels, belonging almost exclusively to Bilbao, have traded 
with St. Nazaire during the year under review. It is interesting 
to note that this activity dates from the Hispano-American War. 
Like the French, the Spaniards run their vessels more economically 
than the British ; the seamen are content with lower wages, and are 
less exacting in every way. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,569.) 


CHILE. 


In a report to his Government on the trade of Chile in 1900, the 
Exports of Salt- Austro-Hungarian Consul-General at Valparaiso 


states that that year was an unusually favourable 
pote and Copper. one in the pk and copper Ameren In 
1900 about 31,500,000 Spanish quintals were exported, as com- 
pared with 30,400,000 Spanish quintals in 1899. In the course of 
1900 prices rose about 15 per cent.—from 5s. ld. per Spanish 
quintal at the end of 1899 to 5s. 11d. at the end of 1900. Owing 
to the formation of the nitrate combination—see ‘‘ Board of 'T'rade 
Journal, 3rd January, 1901, p. 32—it is expected that enhanced 
prices will be maintained, or at any rate the combination, which is 
to last for five years, will have the effect of preventing any such 
heavy fall as that of 1897-8, when prices fell below prime cost, 

The quantity of copper exported from Chile in 1900 amounted 
to 565,062 Spanish quintals, as compared with 552,097 Spanish 
quintals in 1899, thus showing an increase of about 24 per cent. 
Prices remained in 1900 at about the highest point touched in 1899, 
so that the state of this branch of the mining industry may be 
regarded as very favourable. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Gen, Dries from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
: the week ended the 20th inst., were as follow :— 
For further particulars see p. 220. 
A Statement is published on p. 221, showing the quantities of 
:__ the various descriptions of agricultural] produce 
1 imported into the United Kingdon during the 
* week ended the 20th inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


GERMANY. 


The “ Reichs-Anzeiger” of the 13th inst. publishes statistics of 

the production of sugar in Germany during the 
Sugar Production. month of March last, and during the first eight 

months of the 1900-1 sugar campaign. During 
March last 17,608 metric tons of raw sugar and 119,158 metric 
tons of refined sugar were produced in German sugar factories and 
refineries. In March, 1900, the production of raw sugar was 
15,724 metric tons, and that of refined 105,454 tons. During the 
eight months ended March, 1901—the first eight months of the 
1900-1 sugar _campaign—1,706,031 metric tons of raw, and 
900,099 metric tons of refined sugar were produced, as compared 
with 1,547,960 tons of raw, and 849,845 tons of refined during the 
corresponding period of 1899-1900. 


BULGARIA. 


The following particulars concerning sericulture in Bulgaria are 
Stine tn from returns furnished by the Director of 
1900 Statistics at Sophia, and published in the 
' “ Moniteur des Soies” of 6th inst. :— 
Statement showing the quantity of eggs employed for hatching 
purposes in 1899 and 1900 :— 


| Ounces. Ounces. 

Italian ... 7,492 11,898 
French ... ie | 6,752 5,402 
Turkish (Broussa) | 572 4,718 
Native ... 4,938 5,210 


| 
| 

| 
| 

| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| | 1899. 1900. 
| 

| 
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These tables show that sericulture is making great progress in 
Bulgaria since the quantity of eggs employed for hatching purposes 
in 1900 shows an increase of 41 per cent. over the quantity 
employed in the preceding year. _ 
The yield of fresh cocoons. was as follows :— 


Kilogs.* Kilogs.* 
Sold for spinning and for deposit (for export) at 
Employed in the country... ote 107,609 69,595 


* Kilog, = 2-2 Ibs, 


The yield of fresh cocoons per ounce of eggs, which was 
32°4 kilogs. in 1899, fell to 30 kilogs. in 1900. 

The quantity of raw silk produced in 1900 was 59,650 kilogs., 
which gives a yield of 1 kilog. of silk for from 13 to 15 kilogs. 
of fresh cocoons. In 1899 the quantity produced was 42,000 kilogs., 
a yield of 1 kilog. of silk per 113 to 12 kilogs. of cocoons. 

The average price of fresh cocoons sold in 1900 was 2 francs 
per kilog. 

Sericulture in Bulgaria was adversely affected by the cold and 
rainy weather last year. 


SIAM. 


The “ China Mail ” of 11th ult. reports that the paddy crop in Siam 

is an excellent one this year, 700,000 tons being 

Paddy Crop. estimated as available for export. From Burma 

the estimated export is 2,100,000 tons. It is 

stated that a Millers’ Ring has been formed in Siam, some 25 

firms agreeing not to compete above certain prices for the paddy as 
it comes in. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 18th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 70,446 and the number imported during the 
16 weeks ended the 18th inst. was 1,332,612. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 18th 
inst., 4,970 bales, and for the 16 weeks, 91,762. 
For further details see p. 219. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The following tables showing the value of Indian (Foreign,* 
Seaborne) trade (not including Government 


Fans i — transactions) for the calendar year 1900, have 
1900 been received at the Board of Trade through 
the India office :— 
Imports. 
I.—Live animals, food and drink, Rs. Rs, £ 
and narcotics— 
(a) Live animals . 44,68,478 
(b) Food and drink 11,50,87,898 
(c) Narcotics (opium and tobacco) 37,00,184 
12,32,56,560 8,217,104 
IIl.—Raw materials— 
(a) — twist and 
rm) 4,33,75,194 
(0) Metals 65,87,412 
_(e) Other (including chemicals | 
and drugs) 2,80,50,631 
7,80,13,237 | 5,200,882 
IlIl.—Manufactured 
(a) Textile 30,26,66,928 
(0) Metals (including hardware 
and cutlery) ... 7,06,22,718 
(c) Other (including machinery, 
railway and 
oils) 14,55,49,299 
51,88,38,945 | 34,589,263 
IV. and bullion— 
(a) 12,12,74,656 
(b) Silver 5,48,53,423 
17,61,28,079 11,741,872 
Total imports ... 89,62,36,821 59,749,121 


* The coasting trade between Indian seaports is not included in this statement, 
nor is the trade across the land frontier of India. 
trade for the calendar year 1900 were—Imports Rs. 7,19,38,279 (==4,795,885/.), 
and Exports Rs. 6,18,76,641 (=4,125,1097.). 


N.B.—The rupees 


The totals of the land frontier 


are converted into sterling at Rs. 15 per &, the ratio fixed by 


the Indian Coinage Act of 1899 as the rate at which gold coins shall be soe 4 


tender in India. 


| 

| 
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Exports (including Re-exports of Foreign Goods). 


'],—Live animals, food and drink, Rs. Rs. & 
and narcotics— 
(a) Live animals ... eae oi 22,21,209 
(4) Food and drink = + | 26,32,87,042 
(¢) Narzotics(opium and tobacco)| 9,81,22,845 
——_————| 36,36,31,096 | 24,242,073 
II.—Raw materials— 
(a) Textile... | -20,26,46,842 
(>) Metals... 46,41,009 
(ec) Other (including chemicals 
and drugs) 22,16,17,263 
42,89,05,114 | 28,593,674 
II[.—Manufactured articles— 
(a) Textile (including twist and 
yarn)... | 15,22,48,558 
(0) Metals (including hardware 
and cutlery) ... 24,16,158 
(ec) Other (including machinery, 
railway material, dyes, and 
oils) ... 10,98,13,753 
26,44,78,464 | 17,631,898 
1V.—Coin and bullion— 
(a) Gold ... 3,64,47,991 
(6) Silver ... «|  4,14,85,864 
-_— 7,79 34,855 5,195,657 
Total exports ... ass ...| 1,18,49,49,529 | 75,663,302 


BRITISH GUIANA. 

According to the annual report on the British Guiana Blue Book 
or for the year ended 31st March, 1900, during 
Shipping in that year the value of the imports into the 
4 Colony amounted to 1,318,701/., showing a 

Mea falling off from the figure for 1898-9, which 
was 1,371,412/. The exports, however, increased, having been as 
follows :— 


1898-1899, 1899-1900. 
Exports of native produce 1,673,018 1,788,987 
Do. British, foreign and other Colonial 
produce ... ove 102,678 138,972 
Total 1,775,691 1,927,959 


The tonnage of vessels entered and cleared during the twelve 
months 1899-1900 remained at nearly the same figures as in 
1898-1899. In 1899-1900, 691 vessels of a total tonnage of 
332,502 entered at, and 680 of a tonnage of 320,973 cleared from, 
ports of British Guiana. In 1898-1899 the entries were 609 
vessels of 323,775 tons, while the clearances numbered 628 of 
324,933 tons in all. 
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CEYLON. 


The following figures showing the quantity and value of tea 

Export Trade exported from Ceylon in 1900, distinguishing 
in 1900 countries of destination, also of the principal 

P exports other than tea, are extracted from a 

return by the Collector of Customs at Colombo, published in a 
supplement to the “Ceylon Observer” of 20th February, last :— 


_ Exports. 
— Quantity. | Value. 

Tea— Lbs. Rupees.* 
United Kingdom 114,078,000 41,068,241 
New Zealand ... 3,096,000 1,114,674 
Other British Colonies and Possessions... 2,746,000 988,252 
Russiain Europe... 8,650,000 3,114,111 
Other Foreign Countries... 3,411,000 1,227,738 
Total... 149,265,000 53,735,419 

Cc la’ Quills, 21,831 

innamon, plantation Quills, cwts. J 
Chips, ,, 16,614 
Cocoanuts, desiccated 126,156 2,237,547 
Tobacco, unmanufactured ... el 4,762,568 981,841 
Cardamoms ... 5,215 804,368 
Coffee, plantation... 9,396 565,254 
» native... 496 21,014 
Cotton ... ‘ 259,983 57,934 
Pepper ... Cwts. 518 14,830 
* Rupee = ls, 4d. 
GIBRALTAR. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, 
copy of a despatch from the Governor of 


a < Gibraltar stating that, in consequence of the 
Mean Time fact that Greenwich mean time has been adopted 


throughout Spain as the official and railway 
o— Ma has also been so recognised in Gibraltar from midnight on 
the 31st ult. 
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GERMAN AFRICA. 


In the report on German Colonies by Mr. Acton, Second Secretary 
ae ak to H.M. Embassy at Berlin, recently received 
Colomisation in at the Foreign “Office, it is stated that the 
rd Administration of the Colony of German South- 
S.W. Africa. 
West Africa have devised the following system 
for promoting its colonisation by German settlers. A fund has been 
instituted for the payment of reclaimable grants-in-aid to settlers 
of German nationality, the sum not to exceed 200/. per head. The 
payment is made in kind, in the shape of cattle, seeds, shoots, 
saplings, agricultural implements or building material, and the 
selection of the property is left to the settler. The advance is 
repaid in instalments, no interest being charged, and the repay- 
ments, which need not commence until four years after the grant 
has been made, may be either in money, in kind, or in the form of 
personal labour. The applications of time-expired members of the 
constabulary are given priority, next come those of persons liable 
to military service, and, lastly, German subjects generally. A 
provision of 5,0001. was inserted in the estimates for 1900 towards 
the creation of this fund. The fund need not be replenished 
annually, as any repayments made revert to it instead of flowing 
into the reserve fund of the Protectorate. (Foreign Office, 
Miscellaneous Series, 549.) 


The same report states that it is the intention of the Colonial 
anit Rave Department to make donations of plots of land 
Ge to Indian field labourers who desire to settle-in 
Peg nia the German East African Protectorate, and to 
make them free gifts of sums of money at the 
rate of 25. a head to cover their travelling expenses, and for the 
purchase of agricultural implements. It is expected that the 
cultivation of rice and cotton will derive great benefit from the 
immigration of Indian cultivators. 


The report also gives the following items, which occur under 
Water Supply in the head of extraordinary expenditure, in the 
Ge v4 estimates for the German South-West African 

A contribution of 1,250/. towards an expedi- 
tion for enquiring into the question of the construction of dam-works. 
It is pointed out that the water problem is of decisive importance 
for the economic development of the Protectorate, as in view of the 
slight rainfalls and their irregular occurrence, colonisation on a 
large scale can only be possible if an adequate supply of water. is 
continuously furnished by other means. The ‘‘ Water Supply 
Syndicate,” which, in conjunction with the ‘ Colonisation 
Syndicate,” is engaged in endeavouring to attraet German 
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settlers to the Protectorate, has accordingly undertaken to con- 
struct extensive dam-works at Hatsamas on the Schaaf River, on 
condition that the State shall contribute towards defraying the 
cost of the surveying expedition. 


With regard to German East Africa, it is stated in the report that 
Water Supply of ‘He Budget Commission have refused the item 
of 12,5001. included in the sum of 19,800/., 
under the head “ Public Works,” for providing 

Dar-es-Salaam with an improved water supply. 


GERMAN SAMOA. 


In the above is of 
: or German Samoa for 1 amount to 13,3001., 
a for as against 12,600/. for the current year, and the 
‘ State grant-in-aid is fixed at 7,300, or 4,7001. 
more than the grant for 1900. The increase in the Imperial 
subsidy is due to the fact, that:—(1) The estimated receipts from 
direct taxes and customs show a diminution of 4,0001. on those 
estimated for the current year, the Administration having for the 
present abandoned the attempt to levy taxes on the natives ; 
(2) the recurring expenditure shows an excess on that for the 
current year of 700I., the Governor’s staff having been increased ; 
the support of the German school devolving upon the Protectorate ; 
and the native chief at the head of the autonomous government 
having been assigned a salary of 150/. The failure of the German 
Administration to draw contributions from the native population 
has disappointed colonial circles in Germany, and concern is 
expressed lest discontent should increase among the Europeans at 
having to bear the entire burden of taxation. (Foreign Office, 
Miscellaneous Series, 549.) 


FRANCE. 


The British Vice-Consul at Nantes states that the general trade of 
Nantes, both as a manufacturing town and a 


— P port, has been steadily increasing from year to 
— ae eg year; perhaps the most trustworthy criterion 


is the amount of business done by the Bank of 
France, which has doubled within the last 15 years. During the 
past year the figure of 259,000,000 fr. (10,360,000/.) was attained. 
This result is no doubt due to the improvements in the port and 
means of communication generally ; new and important industries 
have sprung up in all directions. The River Loire between Nantes 
and Chantenay presents a scene of activity undreamt of ten yearsago. 
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The chief of these new industries is Messrs. Gourand and Co.’s 
paper-mill, one of the most important in France. The material 
used is mostly pulp-wood, or wood-pulp, from the Baltic ports, a 
large proportion of which is brought by British vessels to the works 
at Chantenay. The quantity of the above material imported 
in a year exclusively for paper-making is stated by the Custom 
House to be 36,500 tons. 

The trade in preserved provisions is also very prosperous. The 
Nantes sardines and preserved vegetables are sold everywhere, and, 
as a rule, deserve their reputation for excellence. There are several 
large biscuit factories which turn out almost every variety formerly 
supplied only by the great biscuit works in the United Kingdom. 
The Vice-Consul adds, however, that the British article still retains 
its popularity, and is frequently preferred to that of local production. 

The deepening of the Upper Loire is most essential to the develop- 
ment of Nantes as a great commercial centre. A movement has 
been set on foot among the commercial communities in the various 
towns situated on the Loire, with the result that committees have 
been formed atSt. Nazaire, Nantes, Angers, Saumur, ‘Tours, Blois, 
and Orleans, whose mission is to inquire into this important 
question, and to take what steps may be necessary to obtain the 
consent and pecuniary assistance of the French Government. The 
Chambers of Commerce of the various towns interested will, of 
course, be expected to contribute a large proportion of the funds. 


The new outer port and entrance at St. Nazaire, although not 
nearly completed, show satisfactory progress. 
A coffer-dam has been built across the principal 
piers, and the vast inclosure is now being 
excavated. The Vice-Vonsul is of opinion that St. Nazaire is 
destined to become one of the finest ports in Europe, and a 
great commercial future is before it, should the Upper Loire be 
rendered navigable, thus permitting the various products from 
the valley of the Loire to be brought by means of vessels of light 


draught to St. Nazaire for shipment. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,569.) 


Prospects for 
St. Nazaire. 


NORTH AFRICA. 


The “ Politique Coloniale” of 5th inst. contains the following 
Trade in th. particulars concerning trade in the Sahara (see 
Sahara 7 also ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” for 15th March, 

1900, p. 578) :— 


Djérid proper consists of the country situated between the salt 
lakes of Djérid and Kharsa, and includes the oases of El- 
Oudiane, El-Hamona and Nifta, all noted for their great fertility. 
The population is about 30,000, agriculture being the chief 
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occupation. The principal product cultivated is the date palm, for 
which the soil is admirably adapted, and in order to encourage its 
cultivation the Government has abolished the export duty on dates. 

There are at present 635,000 date palms. All parts of the tree 
can be utilised, the wood for carpentry and joinery, the young 
flexible branches for making fences, the young leaves for basket 
work and the manufacture of hats, and from the sap a beverage is 
made which is greatly appreciated by the natives. The fruit, 
however, is the most important item, the production having 
reached 15,000 tons, of which one-third is consumed in the 
country and the remainder exported. The second most important 


product cultivated is the olive tree. Lusa, Sfax, and Djerba are 


surrounded by magnificent forests of these trees, and the oasis of 
E]-Ondiane alone contains 25,000. 

Olive oil was formerly sold only in Southern Algeria, but now 
Lusa, Mehdia, Monastir, and Sfax have oil manufactories as well 
equipped as those of Provence, Italy, and Spain. 

Tunisian oil is of unexceptionable purity, and of an extremely 
delicate taste. A large quantity is sold on the markets as 
Provence oil. Besides dates and olives, apricots, peaches, pome- 
granates, bananas, oranges and lemons are abundant, and are 
exported to Algerian markets. 

There is an important trade in silk piece-goods, burnous and 
veils have also acquired a reputation. The fact that trade 
flourished a century ago between Ghadames and Nifta proves 
that it would be easy to establish a commercial house in the 
latter district, for the exchange of grain and manufactured articles 
for wool, hides, cattle, ostrich feathers and the weapons of the 
southern tribes. The creation of the port of Sfax and the estab- 
lishment of the railway from Sfax to Gafna marked the beginning 
of a new era. The line belongs to the Gafna Phosphate Company, 
its construction being one of the conditions of the concession. — It 
has a length of 150 miles, and includes five large bridges. More 
than 200,000 tons of phosphates have already been extracted. 


EGYPT. 


H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Cairo, in his recent report, 
states that prior to 1897 all the fish caught in 

Fisheries. Lake Menzaleh—the great sheet of brackish 
water stretching from Port Said to Damietta— 

became the property of the Government, and were sold by auction. 
The fishermen received 40 per cent. of the proceeds of the sales. 
The balance of 60 per cent. was paid into the Government 
Treasury. This system was thoroughly bad in principle. It was 
very costly, and gave rise to numerous abuses. It was accordingly 
abolished. A system of licensing boats engaged in fishing was 
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substitutedjin its place. The costly Government establishment, 
which formerly existed, was swept away. 

From that moment the fishing industry has begun to thrive. 
The number of boats for which licenses have been taken out, has 
increased from 937 in 1898, to 1,032 in 1899, and 1,137 in 1900. 
Tt was estimated that the original reform would involve a consider- 
able loss of revenue, but the amount received last year was about 
equal to the net revenue realised prior to the change of system. 
During the course of 1900 the tax on one class of boats was 
reduced. Nevertheless, the revenue was £E. 1,800 in excess of 
that of 1899. 


URUGUAY. 


The following tables showing the value of the foreign trade of 
Trade in 1900 Uruguay in 1900 are taken from the “ Monte- 
* video Times ” of 14th ult. 


Imports. 

—— 1899. 1900. 
Dollars.* Dollars.* 
Drinks, in general 2,349,402 2,363,567 
Comestibles, cereals and spices... 4,786,457 4,952,677 
Tobacco and cigars ae sve 224,434 210,421 
Soft goods and materials 5,042,176 4,301,783 
Ready-made clothing 1,308,547 1,106,723 
Raw material and machinery ... 6,875,652 7,259,180 
Various... 2,754,110 2,773,296 
Live stock... 2,211,010 1,009,959 
Total ..| 25,551,788 23,977,606 

Exports. 

— 1899. 1900, 
Dollars.* Dollars.* 
Live stock 260,006 534,216 
Slaughter-house products 33,539,134 26,605,662 
Agricultural products ... 2,354,919 1,669,523 
Other products 314,722 437,535 
Various articles ... 5,187 21,310 
Provisions for vessels 100,196 119,941 
Total 36,574,164 29,388,187 


* Uruguayan dollar = 4s. 3,1,d. 
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HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 
A report dated 7th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 


Wireless from H.M. Consul at Honolulu, stating that the 

ne seseoane~t Marconi system of wireless telegraphy is now 

ea established between four of the Hawaiian 

th Islands, viz.:—Oahu, Molokai, Lanai, and 
e Islands. Maui 


Experiments have been going on for some time past to find 
suitable stations on the islands for placing the instruments. 
Difficulties were met with in this respect, but they have now been 
overcome, and the new system of communication was made avail- 
able to the commercial community and the general public on the 
2nd March, and it has since been in successful operation. 

Communication between the Islands of Maui and Hawaii will, it 
is expected, ke established very shortly. It is not intended at 
present, it is said, to connect the system with the Island of Kauai, 
but it may be done hereafter. 

The distances between the inter-island telegraph stations are as 
foliows :—Oahu and Molokai, 27 miles; Molokai and Lanai, 30 
miles ; Lanai and Lahaina (Maui) 10 miles; Lanai and Makena 
(Maui) 30 miles; Makena (Maui) and Mahukona (Hawaii), when 
established, 43 miles. 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice on p. 663 of the “ Board of Trade 

Direction of Journal” for 14th ult., the following table 

Experts from Rio showing the direction of the export trade from 

ds Jéelte and the ports of Rio de Janeiro and Santos during 

Santcs in 1900 the year 1900, is taken from the “ Brazilian 
* Review ” for 26th March last :-— 


Value. 

Dols. 
United Kingéom ... ber 19,202,802 
Other Europexn countrics ... 16,624,706 
Other Soath American couniries ... 5,517,798 


Dols. 478,786,219 


Total... £ 18,601,129 
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REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Birmingham.—A meeting of the council was held on the 17th 
inst., under the presidency of Mr. F* B. Goodman. 

The Right Hon. Jesse Collings, M.P., was re-elected president. 
The secretary reported that the question of British trade with Cuba 
had been under the consideration of the tariff committee, who had 
made representations to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
as to the importance of protecting the interests of British trade in 
any readjustment of the commercial relations of the island. 

The council had before them a scheme for the establishment of a 
National Federation of Employers’ Associations and Trade Unions. 
The object of the scheme was, it was stated, to educate the minds of 
employers and employed concerning the grave responsibilities which 
rested upon them with respect to the expansion of British trade 
and commerce, and to devise means to meet foreign competition. 
The council resolved to take no action in regard to the scheme. 


Bristol.—The annual meeting of this Chamber was held on the 
17th inst. ‘he report of the council presented at the meeting 
states that, according to the statistics of the trade of the Bristol 
ports, viz., Bristol, Avonmouth, and Portishead, as furnished by the 
Bristol Docks Committee, there were in 1900, 8,503 ships entered, 
with a tonnage of 1,515,926 tons, as compared with 8,890 ships, 
with a tonnage of 1,634,129 tons in 1899. 

The report goes on to say that for some years now the Bristol 
Channel has been making great strides in the construction of its 
docks, and at the present time great activity exists at all the 
seaports of the Bristol Channel. Capitalists are sinking huge sums 
of money in the extension and building of docks. The following is 
a summary of the proposed expenditure on five Bristo] Channel 
ports :— 


Bristol (proposed extensions) 1,800,000 
Cardiff (under construction) 1,500,000 
Swansea (proposed 1,750,000 
Newport (proposed extensions 750,000 
Llanelly (under construction) een sae 200,000 
£6,000,000 


The selection of Bristol as the English port for the new West 
India mail service has attracted much attention to the possibilities 
of trade with Jamaica, and the foundation of the West India section 
of the Chamber has brought within the reach of Bristol houses the 
means of obtaining important and accurate information. 
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* Among other matters referred to in the report are the closing of 
the old market sugar refinery, the Bristol School of Commerce, 
internal waterways, trade with the midlands, Canadian trade, trade 
with Australia, Irish Mail Service, extension of the free delivery 
(railway) boundaries, railway service between Bristol and Bourne- 
mouth, &c., 


. Manchester.—An ordinary meeting of the Board of Directors of 
this Chamber was held on the 17th inst., Mr. John Thomson, 
President, occupying the chair. Since the last meeting of the 
Board, the India, China and Colonial Committee has had under 
consideration the question of the presentation of the claims of 
merchants for losses sustained during the recent disturbances in 
China, the subject having been brought under the notice of the 
Ghamber by some of its members. A minute of the committee 
expressed the opinion that at present there is no room for 
useful interference on the part of the Chamber. The Board 
confirmed this decision. 

Other matters under discussion were the Cuban Tariff and British 
Trade, the Registration of Firms Bill, the Light Railways Commis- 
sion, Words as Trade Marks, West African Sanitation and Patent 
Law Reform. 


| 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 


at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during ithe Week 
and 16 Weeks ended 18th April, 1901. 


Week ended | 16 Weeks ended 
anna 18th April, 18th April, 
1901. 1901. 
IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
63,477 1,129,148 
1,805 32,905. 
Egyptian... ‘ 3,972 135,434 
Miscellaneous ... 1,192 22,191 
Total 70,446 1,332,612 
EXPorTs. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
Total eee eee eee 4,970 91,762 


a 
. . 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
~ Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 

- 20th April, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Quantities Sold. 


Average Price. 


Qrs. Bus. 
85,737 7 

6,734 5 

8,346 5 


on 


from 1897 to 1900 :— 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 


t Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
Week in 
‘ Wheat. Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats 
Qrs. Bus Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. s. 4. d, 
1897 | 34,601 5 5,770 1] 6,304 5 26 6 20 7 16 7 
i 1898 .| 41,801 6 5,819 1) 9,613 6 36 1 28 3 18 4 
1899 _....| 89,875 7 | 18,125 2| 14542 2 | 24 8 | 2 2 | 17 1 
' 1900 ...| 54,977 6 | 11,673 7| 7,400 7 | 26 0 | 24 9 | 17 8 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 


if and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 

Or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
i pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 


& 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
20th April, 1901, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
20th April, ing week 
. 1901. in 1900. 
“ 
Animals, living 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... ea Number. 14,029 8,710 
Sheep and 20,0388 |. 11,240 
wine eee eee eee eee eee 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef eee eee eee eee eee Cwts. 114,508 68,395 
eee eee ate ” 22,278 9,192 
Beef eee eee eee eee eee 5,580 
or! eco eee 3,69 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... by 15,960 - 12,568 
airy produce substitutes :-— 
Margarine ooo eee eee ” 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums*... "60 
» cream* ose ” 107 89 
preserved, other kinds* ... 44 
» condensed ... 22,044 19,787 
oultry an eee ue 
Rabbits, (ast tinned) Cwts. 4,647 2,022 
Cwts. 2,064,200 | 1,279,800 
Wheat-meal and flour ... 522,700 404,900 
Barley eee eee eee eee eee » 324,500 472,200 
Oats 368,800 409,700 
Peas eee eee eee ” 600 
Beans ” 20,200 28,900 
orIndiancorn 839,3.0 696,600 
ruit, raw :— 

eee eee eee 
Gooseberries eee eco eee ” 
” 441 202 
Lemons .. we 11,778 31,613 
= = 
Unenumerated eee eee eee eee ” 1,904 390 
ee eee eee eee eee Cwts. 357 1,458 

les, Taw :— 
Preserved by canningt ... 4 326 = 


* In 1900 these were not shown separately, > 3 
+ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1901. ay 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


-The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Qliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is farther called to the fact that the “ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900 [Volume I.], may be 
purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
gives, a3 regards the present volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country). The second volume will contain 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


‘This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month, The number published on the 15th inst. 
contains special articles on the State of the Labour Market 
in March: Prices of Coal and Iron: Methods of Preventing Falls 
of Roof in certain French Collieries: Proposed Conciliation in 
the Cotton Spinning Trade (Negotiations during 1900): Recent 


Conciliation and Arbitration Cases and Collective Agreements : 
Miner’s Provident Funds in Austria, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


‘Mines ond Quarries, Reports of H.M. Inspector of Mines for the 
South Stafford District for the Year 1900, [Od. 586.] Price 44d. 

‘This report shows that in 1900 9,427,723 tons of coal, 356,544 
tons of fireclay, and 48,000 tons of ironstone were raised in the 
South Stafford Mining District, the output being about the same 
as in 1899. The general condition of the district in 1900, accord- 
ing tothe inspector, was thriving, and_prices_of minerals. and 


wages rule high. 


| | 
| 
| 
i] 
| 
i 
i 
| 
— 


Apr. 25, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 228 


Government Publications. 


Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions, 1900. Volume I. 
[Od. 549.] Price 5s. 10d. 

This is the Annual Statement of the trade of ‘the United King- 
dom, which contains detailed statistics of the imports and exports 
of each of the principal articles of trade into or from the United 
Kingdom during each of the five years 1886 to 1890, distinguishing 
in each case the principal countries. from which imported or to 
which exported. Owing to the bulk of this annual return it has 
now been found convenient to divide it into two volumes, the first 
volume containing the abstract tables and detailed statements of 
imports and exports. ‘The second volume, to be issued later, will 
contain tables of imports and exports from and to each country, 
the amount of Customs duties received at each port, details of the 
imports and exports at each port, imports and exports of coin and 
bullion, statement of stocks in bond, &c. 


Coal Exports. Return. 119. Price 23d. 


This return shows the quantity of coal exported in 1900 from 
each port in the United Kingdom to each country abroad, com- 
pared with the figures for 1899. It also contains a summary 
statement, showing the quantity of coal exported in 1899 and 
1900 from the principal districts of the United Kingdom to the 
principal groups of foreign countries, and statements of the 
quantity of coal shipped at each port in the United ated He for 
ships’ use on foreign voyages during the same periods. 
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“Government: Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
from H.M. Diplomatic and penseene Officers at the undermentioned 
ed since Ist January, 1901, 


be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 


iswoode, East ing Street, eet Street, E.C. 
No. | Place. | Price. 
2544 Tainan (South Formosa) (1899) ... ove ose ose] 
2545 Somali Coast Protectorate ons cod” 
2547 Denmark (1899) Supplement 
2548 Russia—Agriculture of the Odessa ‘District, "1900... | 
2549 | Egypt (1899 and half of 1900)... on 
2550 Southern Italy (1900) 

Germany, Estimates for 1901__... 1d. 

9552 Bosnia and Herzegovina «| 1d. 
2553 Servia (1899 and 1900) .. 
2654 Ionian Islands | 
2555 | Angola (1899) .. 
2556 Yucatan (1900) od: 
2557 | Trade, &c., of Thessaly (1900)... gd. 
2558 New Orleans (1900) 20. 
2559 Italy, Finances for 1900—01 ° cof 
2560 Spain (1899) ... . 23d. 
2561 Samoa (1900) . 4d. 
2562 Havre (1900) ... 3d. 
2563 Ancona (1900) .. ae 1d. 
2564 Hiogo and Osaka ood, 
2565 Hungary, Financial Condition 2d. 
2566 Chicago (1900 34d. 
2567 (1899) sins hd. 
2568 | German Kast Africa (1900) 5 sa 3d. 
2569 | La Rochelle (1900) ‘ei wis 13d. 
2570 Baltimore (1900) ce ° 2d. 
2571 | Texas (1900) ... = 
2572 Charleston (1900) 13d. 
2573 | The Morea (1900) ‘at lid. 
2574 Pomerania (1900) 34d. 
2575 Switzerland (1900) 1d. 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects « 
gen meral and commercial interest has also been issued since Ist January, 
901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Price, 
546 France.—Preparation of French Plums | 2d. 
547 Brazil.—Report on the State of Maranhav 
548 United Statcs.—Beet Sugar Industry 4d. 
549 Germany.—Colonial Estimates for 1901 on ld. 
550 United States.—Zinc Industry hd. 
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Government Publications. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series: issued since Ist J anuary, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and ay | 
relative to China | 4d. 
2 Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and J apan for the | 
protection of the estates of deceased persons és 4d. 
3 Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice Sanitary | 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to the Declaration | 


additional thereto 
4 Agreement, additional, to the Convention between the ‘United | 
Kingdom and France of 8th December, 1882, relative to | 
the exchange of Telegraph Money Orders ... | ids 


iM. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
314 Hong Kong... eee 24d. 
315 Southern Nigeria ove soe 
318 British Guiana 2d. 
| 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. : 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Tntelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Ewcise and 


“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 


Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
lations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses; Foreign and 


Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists @ 


of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., de. @ 


An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and ; 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the ¥ 


Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 


The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which j 


intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 


conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was : 


issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 


Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 3 


London, B.C., price 24d. 
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